Giving and Receiving


Introduction
I am sure I do not need to remind you that we are entering the time of peace and goodwill to all men.

I don't need to remind you how many shopping days there are until you need to have got everything - you know what I mean.

We are in that time of year when the nights have drawn in so that it is dark by 5, the temperature has dropped so that you need the heating on more and more, and everything has become dreary.

Our moods have gone from smiley because of the heat and the sun to frowning and for some even the onset of depression because of things like SAD.
It is also the time when every charity under the sun sends me an envelope containing things from personalised address labels, Christmas cards and envelopes, pens and even coins - and they all have one aim.

They want me to give!!

SHOW LETTERS

The problem is that if I give to them all I won't be able to manage and I will want someone to give to me!

A Church Pastor once heard one of his congregation muttering under his breath "All I hear around here is give, give, give".

To which the Pastor replied "Thanks for the best description of the Christian life I've ever heard."

The Christian life IS all about giving. We give because Christ gave.

As a Christian I want to give to everybody, but its not possible! So how should I go about it.

In fact this subject raises a number of questions, like who should I give to, how much should I give etc.

I want to be practical this morning, but I also want to be wise and obedient.
So this morning we are going to look at:

How we should give

How much we should give, and

To whom, should we give.

How we should give

I want to say right at the outset that giving is not just about the giving of money. Giving covers a number of things.

Like all things we can swing two ways, we can be abundant givers on one side, and we can be 'little' givers on the other.

We can be cheerful givers on one side or we can be 'stingy' givers on the other.

We can be 'wanting to' givers on one side or we can be reluctant givers on the other.

Our circumstances and our attitude will have an affect on our giving.
The way we look upon what we have, will have an affect on our giving to.

Our giving can also be done in many ways, some of us will give money to a cause because its easy and it relieves our responsibilities or guilt. We are to busy to actually get hands on, or we just can't, so its the best way for us to do it.

But we can give in so many other ways.

We can give of our time, I know many of you do that for different organisations, we can visit the sick - yes, that's giving, we can give time by praying for others.

We can give a meaningful smile to someone who is down or lonely to brighten their day.

We can all give something to others and make a difference.

What does the Bible say about how we should give?

MARK 12:41-43 Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a few pence. Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, ‘Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. 
Well, it is certainly not the amount you give that was important to Jesus, for this woman, gave just a few pence, she was poor but gave all she could.
Jesus is more concerned with the heart that gives the gift, rather than the gift itself. For Jesus is a miracle worker and can cause a few pence to grow into thousands of pounds, should he so desire.

No, she wanted to give.

2 Cor 9:6-8 Remember this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.
This is not a contradiction of the widow's mite, about it being not the amount. Paul is not say give generously in terms of the amount, but WANT to give, don't be forced to give, be generous in your giving to others and to God. Give what you can because you want to.

In the chapter prior to this, Paul is asking for a collection for the Lord's people, who were going through many trials and were very poor.
2 Cor 8:7-9 But since you excel in everything – in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you – see that you also excel in this grace of giving. I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others.  For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.
Our giving should be about our earnestness to give to God for what He has given, through Jesus, to us. It's all about our love for Jesus and for our fellow man. That's how we should give.

How much we should give.
There have been many debates  over how much we should give. Should it be a tenth, like the Old Testament states - a tithe! Should it be a 10th before tax or after tax? or, there is nothing stipulated in the NT?

So we are left a bit wondering.

But Paul writes:

1 Cor 16: 1-2 Now about the collection for the Lord’s people: do what I told the Galatian churches to do. On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with your income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made.
Put this with what Paul writes in
2 Cor 9:6-8 ... Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give
He also speaks about being generous.
So it does seem that there is for the Christian, no hard and fast rule as to how much, but it is all about what's in your heart, how your heart wants to respond.

Lastly, lets look at

To whom, should we give.

Its quite obvious that we cannot give to all who wants or needs it, if we did that, we would have nothing left for ourselves.

But in deciding, we should take a few things into consideration:

1. Be wise

Check where your money is going, who is it supporting and how much will get to the front line.

It is very easy to be duped even by good charities. Let me give you an example.

(nothing against the charity)

I recd a phone call from a person stating they were acting on behalf of Great Orman Street Children's Hospital, they went through some heart wrenching speel about children and their needs and suffering etc.

I agreed to give a certain amount per month for a period of time.

After all was done, the man then said he was working for another company on behalf of Gt Orman St and that his company were receiving nearly half the money that would be raised.

I was suddenly choked that nearly half the money, that I had agreed to give was not going to where I had been led to believe it was.

Left me in a dilemma. 

So check it out.
2. Check out the Charities links.

Sometimes a charity that we may want to support does not hold to the ethics and morals we expect because of who they are involved with.

3. Don't give if it is beyond your means, if it will hurt your own family. God will love your cheerful giving, but your children won't and it will cause strife.

Conclusion
What can we take away from this morning?
Remember that Jesus gave everything for you and wants you, in return to give yourself completely to Him.

He also wants you to love your 'neighbour', so if you see them in need and can help in some way, then help them.

It may be a small act of kindness and you  may not get anything back in return - but God has seen.

Give generously and from a desire of wanting to give, wanting to help, wanting to serve.

Lastly, and quite importantly, don't keep an account, and big yourself up when you look over it.

The Bible says don't let the left know what the right is doing.

We have not talked about receiving, that's probably because Scripture tells us that it is better to give than receive.

As you give this festive time, when the need in many cases is the greatest, remember this

2 Cor 9:6-8 Remember this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. ........ And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.
God is no man's debtor - He will give you all you need, and if he has given you more than enough - then give some away.

As you give, He will give.

Try Him and see.

Amen
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