For such a time as this - Joseph


Introduction
Throughout the scriptures there have been many men and women raised up by God in order to fulfil a particular task at a particular time.

Often these men and women have been quite ordinary.

Why did God chose Abram to be the father of what would be Gods chosen people Israel, why was Joseph placed in his position, Why was Esther, an ordinary Jewish woman made a queen.
The list could go on. In hindsight we are able to look back over the lives of these people and see why God raised them up and how they fulfilled God's plan at that particular time.

Today, DV, for a short time we are going to consider Joseph and the role he played in Gods great plan:

1. For his family

2. For a future nation

3. and how God can use you as a Christian.
Background

Joseph was the elder of the two sons of Jacob by Rachel. He was born in Padan-aram (Mesopotamia), and apart from when he is born, is first mentioned when he is seventeen years old. 
Joseph brought a bad report of his step-brothers to his father, and they hated him because his father loved him more than he did them, and Jacob or Israel had shown his preference by making a 'richly ornamented robe' which appears to have been a long tunic with sleeves, which would have been the type worn by richer class. 
He dreamed a dream that told of his future power, which increased the hatred of his step-brothers. He dreamt that his sheaf rose and stood upright whilst his brothers sheaves bowed down to his.

 He was sent by his father to visit his brothers, who were tending flocks in the fields of Dothan. They saw him coming and plotted to kill him, but he was saved by Reuben, who persuaded the brothers to cast Joseph into a pit, with the intent that he might take him back to Jacob. 
The appearance of the Ishmaelites suggested his sale for "twenty pieces (shekels) of silver." They in turn sold him in Egypt to Potiphar.

Joseph prospered and was soon set over the whole of Potiphar's house,
Joseph was, I think, to say the least from what it says in Gen 39:6 that he was a bit of a looker, so much so that Potiphar's wife wanted him.

But Joseph was so upright and honest that even though he could have got away with it, he would not betray the trust of his master, instead he incurred the anger of Potiphar's wife and was falsely accused and thrown into prison, where he remained at least two years, interpreting during this time the dreams of the cupbearer and the baker. 
How would you have felt after 2 years in prison, falsely accused?

But Joseph kept on, still trustworthy, doing everything to the best of his ability and God blessed him.

Do you think he ever asked "Why?"

Finally Pharaoh himself dreamed two prophetic dreams. Joseph, was sent for, and interpreted them in the name of God, foretelling the seven years of plenty and the seven years of famine. 
Pharaoh at once appointed Joseph not merely governor of Egypt, but second only to the sovereign, (Gen 41:41) and also gave him to wife Asenath, daughter of Potipherah priest of On (Hieropolis), and gave him a name or title, Zaphnath-paaneah (v45) (preserver of life). 
Joseph's first act was to go throughout all the land of Egypt. During the seven years of plenty there was a very abundant produce, and he gathered it all and laid it up in the local cities where it had been grown.
During this time Joseph had two sons:

Manasseh - (Gen 41:51) "It is because God has made me forget all my trouble and all my father's household"
Ephraim - (v52) "It is because God has made me fruitful in the land of my suffering"
 When the seven good years had passed, the famine began.
When the famine came, it was so severe that people from surrounding nations "from all over the earth" came to Egypt to buy bread. The narrative also indicates that they went straight to Joseph or were directed to him, even by Pharaoh himself, so as to buy from him. (Genesis 41:37-57)

The seven-year famine became so severe that toward the later period, even Egypt was feeling the effects. 
Because the Egyptians had used up all of their money to buy grain in the previous years, they began to pay with their livestock. 
As a last resort, all of the inhabitants of Egypt, less the Egyptian priestly class, sold their properties to Joseph for seed. 
As this land now belonged to Pharaoh, Joseph set a mandate that because the people would be sowing and harvesting seed on government property, a fifth of the produce should go to the Pharaoh. This mandate continued down to the days of Moses. (Genesis 47:20-31)

Now Jacob, who had suffered also from the effects of the famine, sent Joseph's brother's to Egypt for corn. 
We know the story I am sure of how Joseph was not know by his brothers at first and how he plotted to get Benjamin to Egypt. 

Even his father Jacob is given a vision from God telling him not to be afraid of going to Egypt and eventually the whole family comes to Egypt an settles in the most fertile part of Egypt known as Goshen.

Joseph lived "a hundred and ten years," having been more than ninety in Egypt. 
Throughout all his life he maintained his trust in God, saying to his brothers:

Gen 45:8 "So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire household and ruler of Egypt."

That's the background to Joseph, so why did all this happen to him?

The simple answer is this:

God raised this over confident boy up in order to save his family and the eventual Jewish nation from disaster.

Despite the fact that he was loved by his father yet hated by his brothers to the point they wanted to kill him.

Despite the fact that he was sold as a slave into another country, put in prison for a period of around 12-13 years
Joseph was raised by God and brought out of the shadows of obscurity at just the right time to save not only the nation of Egypt, but his lost family and eventually the nation of Israel.

What is the application of all that for us today?

Joseph trusted God through all his circumstances, both good and bad. We never hear him complain about his situation or to God. But he attributed all that he went through as part of God's plan for his life.

He entrusted himself to God and in was trusted in everything he did. In fact, as he was faithful in everything he did, we read that God blessed everything he did.
It is only with hindsight we see God's hand at work in our lives.

Why did God allow Joseph to be falsely accused? because God wanted him in prison so that he could interpret the dreams of the baker and wine taster.

Even in prison Joseph was trusted and blessed.

Have you been falsely accused? how did you react?

When Joseph is promoted to the heights of rulership, he was in a position where he could have ripped Pharaoh off - Pharaoh trusted him and left him to it. It could have been a situation where it was one for Pharaoh, two for me!

But he remained trustworthy and did the job properly.

Are you trustworthy?

It's not the events in our lives but how we respond to them that matters.
When something goes wrong in our lives - do we moan and groan about it, or do we ask, "what does God want me to learn from this?"

We may be in a boring job, that we do not like very much - Why does God want me there? - to be a light in a dark world! to be His witness!

Conclusion
What can we say in conclusion to this.
Joseph was an OT character whom God raised up at the right time to avert a tragedy and to maintain God's promise to Abraham to create a nation from him.
He got on with the daily task in hand, and was where God wanted him to be.

If you are a Christian, be aware of this, God is raising you up to do a work only you can do.

Your circumstances are changing because God wants to put you in a location, a position, so that you are able to fulfil what he has ordained for you.

Eph 1:11-12 In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, in order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory.

Eph 2:10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
Eph 4:11-13 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
Phil 2:12-14 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed – not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence – continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfil his good purpose. Do everything without grumbling or arguing, 

If you are not a Christian, is God speaking to you through your circumstances, through what is happening in your life right now?

The first thing that God wants you to know is that, no matter who you are or what yo have done, he loves you with an amazing love that he has shown through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, His one and only Son.

He wants you to know that the answer to your life and all that is happening within it is Jesus and He wants you to turn from your sinful life to Him in faith believing that he is the Messiah, the Christ, the Saviour of the world.

He is the one who can bring joy out of despair, happiness out of sorrow.

He is the one who can take you out of the miry pit and place your feet upon the rock.
He is the one who can bring purpose to your life,

He is the one who can bring contentment in every situation.

Because he is the LORD Almighty, and He can do it!

Amen
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