The Danger of Drifting

“We must pay the most careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away.” (Heb. 2:1).

Scripture Reading: Genesis 13:7 – 13
Introduction
What is the greatest danger we face today? 
Some people fear a biological or chemical terrorist attack. Many dread cancer or some other disease like ebola which is currently causing great distress. Some fear being involved in a fatal plane or car accident. 
These are things that can destroy the body. 
What we should be more concerned about is endangering our souls by drifting away from the path of spiritual progress. The words of our text warn us strongly about the danger of drifting.
The warning is for all of us.

A pastor can drift, and some have.
A deacon can drift, and some have.
A Sunday school teacher can drift, and some have.
A husband and wife can drift apart, and some have.
Young people can drift along through life, and some have.
A church can drift along in comfortable complacency without a compassion that compels it to engage in a crusade of concerned witnessing to the unsaved in the community. Some have.

A nation can drift away from the moral foundations and values that have made it great. Ours has.

It is easy to drift.

An unknown poet wrote a poem called “A Real Man.” A mother copied it and hung it on her son’s bedroom wall. It warns against the peril of drifting.

It is easy to drift with the current swift

Just lie in your boat and dream.

But in nature’s plan, it takes a real man

To paddle the boat upstream.
We have a natural tendency to follow the path of ease.
On all sides we are encouraged to avoid the difficult.
We like to follow the path that is natural and normal.
Most of us like to follow the crowd, and we are pressured by the crowd. We fail to recognize that the crowd is usually wrong on most of the vital issues that affect life.

We have a natural tendency to look for the least expensive, easiest, most convenient way to do that which is important. We fail to realize that there are no shortcuts to success.

The world, the flesh, and the Devil continue to lead us astray. They would continue to encourage us to drift. Any dead fish can drift downstream, as the poem says.

Why do we drift?

One could answer this question by saying, “The world, the flesh, and the Devil” and be correct. Let’s consider it from a more practical standpoint.

A built-in tendency to sin. 
Even the born-again Christian sometimes has a tendency to do that which is contrary to the will of God 
Gal. 5:17  For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want. 
Satan continues to tempt us through promises of profit or pleasure, so we need to recognize that we can be duped by him. Unless we take steps to prevent our falling into sin, it is certain we will do so.

A fear of falling into sin that could nullify our Christian witness and disqualify us as the spokespeople of our Lord is wholesome and necessary if we are to achieve success as the servants of God 
1 Cor. 9:25 – 27 Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last for ever. Therefore I do not run like someone running aimlessly; I do not fight like a boxer beating the air. No, I strike a blow to my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.
Ignoring the presence and the work of the Holy Spirit. 
Many who have trusted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior are uninformed that God has bestowed within them the gift of the Holy Spirit (Gal. 4:6). In the conversion experience, the Holy Spirit enters the heart of the believer to reproduce in his mind and character the mind and character of Jesus Christ: “for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfil his good purpose” (Phil. 2:13).

The Holy Spirit cannot do his greatest work when his presence is ignored and there is no cooperation on the part of the believer. Not to respond eagerly and continuously to the inward promptings of the Spirit is to follow a course of drifting away from God’s will and way.

Neglecting the means of growth. 
Some have failed to recognize that the conversion experience produces a spiritual infant rather than one who is spiritually mature. To neglect the means of spiritual growth can be detrimental to the spiritual well-being of the Christian, however long you have been travelling that road.

1.
A devotional study of the Word of God is the milk and the meat by which the child of God is to grow 
1 Cor. 3:1 – 3 Brothers and sisters, I could not address you as people who live by the Spirit but as people who are still worldly – mere infants in Christ. 2 I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready. 3 You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarrelling among you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere humans?

1 Peter 2:2 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation.

2.
Communion with God through prayer is as necessary for the health of the soul as sunlight is for the health of the body.
3.
Fellowship with God’s people in the church is as necessary for the growth of the soul as is the love of a family for the development of a child (Heb. 10:24 – 25).
Clinging to some known and secret sin. 
Only a fool will treat sin lightly Prov. 14:9 Fools mock at making amends for sin,
    but goodwill is found among the upright., for sin will destroy a person. 
Sin is to the soul what infection is to the body. 
For a believer to tolerate known sin in his life is to encourage spiritual bad health. Unless there is a forsaking of this sin, whether it be in the realm of omission, commission, or disposition, the sinner is sure to drift.

Why do you drift? Are you letting the poor example of some older brother or sister in Christ cause you to drift away from the Lord who gave his life for you on the cross?

Have you let some trouble or sorrow or disappointment cause you to drift away from the Christ who said, “Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest”? 
One can sympathize with the young widow and mother who felt bitter because of the sudden death of her husband, but for her to quit praying and to quit trusting God is as irrational as it would be for a desert traveler to throw away his water jug.

Is it possible that you have drifted along in mediocrity because no one has created within you a burning desire to be an extraordinary Christian? The absence of desire to be something above the ordinary will encourage goalless drifting. 
In our main reading we see Abram and Lot, basically just drifting around the wilderness becoming bigger in every way. The fighting at the well over the water was an issue that God used to separate them so that He could get Abram back on track.

Later in time when the Israelites came to the promised land, God wanted them to rid the land of all the nations and idols that were there, Why? Because God knew that they would 'drift' into their ways.

This is why God made them continue to remember their days in Egypt - don't forget what it was like, don't go back...

Next week we remember the fallen of the two great wars and those since, those that have fallen for our freedom. Why do we do it, a. so we do not forget them, and b. so that we do not drift back into war.

Why do we remember the holocaust? so that we do not let it happen again!

It is time to quit drifting.

Drifting is dangerous. 
It is dangerous for the Christian, for a lost world waits to hear the message of salvation, and those who are drifting along will not communicate that message.

Drifting is deadly. 
Some fishermen were “drift” fishing below a dam in Kentucky several years ago. While concentrating on catching fish, they failed to recognize that the currents were pulling them into a place of great danger. An official of the dam sounded a warning with a horn. The men in the boat began frantically attempting to get their motor started, but the motor died, and those above the current saw an overloaded boat containing five persons go down. All perished. Drifting in the spiritual realm can be even more deadly. The unsaved can drift over the precipice of death into eternity unprepared to meet God.

The crucified and risen Christ would confront us in the midst of our drifting and challenge us to cease our aimless and meaningless way of life. 
By his death on the cross and by the challenge of an exciting partnership, he calls each of us to the upward life.

Conclusion

If you are a drifting disciple, you would be exceedingly wise to rededicate your life and to begin again doing the things that not only please the Lord, but that also bring joy to the soul. 
If you are among the great host drifting along and delaying the decision to come to Jesus Christ, then you should be warned today that drifting is both dangerous and deadly. 
Today as you have heard the good news of God’s love for you, you have had the opportunity to respond to that love with the confidence of your heart and with the cooperation of your will. 
We all, wherever we are should be challenged not to just drift. We need to follow Christ Jesus, we need to give ourselves to Him, to remember from where we have fallen, and the grace that makes it possible to live a new life in Jesus. 

But again, as last week, we have to make a choice, It is the easiest thing in the world to drift. 

Don't drift with the crowd because it's easy, stop and make that decision now.
Amen
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