The Beattitudes - 8

Blessed are the pure in heart: For they shall see God

Matthew 5:8


Introduction
We have, over a period of time now, been looking at the Sermon on the Mount, where Jesus spoke about how we as Christians should be living.
Due to the Christmas season, we have been away from this for a longer period than I would have liked, and for some of you, this may be your first in this series. So let me just quickly recap what we have learnt so far.

We have seen so far from this sermon, how we start the Christian life by realising that we are sinners and in need of Christ. The need results in us mourning over the way we are and repenting of our wayward lives and following Christ, realising that of ourselves we are nothing, but in Christ we are made perfect.

It has an order and sequence, nothing said here is accidental, like someone saying “Oh by the way….” The whole thing is deliberate. Propositions are put forward and from these other things flow, as we will see.

The sermon is not for unbelievers but for believers. It is all about Christian conduct and to expect a non-christian to conduct himself or herself in this way would be wrong.

The beatitudes come at the beginning, not the end, and again this is deliberate. Until we are perfectly clear about the beatitudes we should not go further into the chapter.

So many Christians today are being fed a doctrine that is basically this – when you become a Christian you are free to do what you like, because you are no longer under the law.

This is a wrong teaching, in that, we are free from the law in regards to salvation, we do not have to keep the law to be saved, because we are now under salvation by grace through the precious and finished work of Jesus Christ.

But... we are still to keep the law and live in accordance with it, because we are now God’s witnesses to the rest of the world.

We have seen that Jesus turned the worlds view of life upside down, we are to be meek, humble, poor in spirit.

The whole point of this sermon is spiritual, it is not about the physical, although it will change us in our physical outlook, but all this sermon is to do with our spiritual natures.

We come now to what is undoubtedly one of the greatest statements found in the Scriptures. If we have any realisation already of the meaning of these words, ‘Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God’ will know that we can only approach them with a sense of awe and of complete inadequacy.

We can this morning only scrape the surface of a statement that man has tried to expound over the centuries. But it is so great in its magnitude that we will never be able to understand it fully.

It is important to understand, as best we can this verse in its setting and to see that it has a relationship to the other beatitudes that we have already looked at.
This is not a random statement, but one that is deliberate in its sequence and position, as we would expect from Jesus.

So far we have been told to be poor in spirit, to mourn, to be meek, to hunger and thirst after righteousness and to be merciful. Each one leading to the next in a logical order.

Now Jesus tells us ‘Blessed are the pure in heart; for they shall see God’.

There are a number of questions which arise about this statement. Such as:

Why has it been put in the position it has?

You might have thought it should have come at the beginning of the beatitudes, yet here it is, not at the beginning, not at the end, not even in the middle.

Well, perhaps v6 gives us the answer or at least some explanation.

‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness’
The Psalmist reflects:

PS 42:1 As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When can I go and meet with God?

You see the first three beatitudes are concerned with our need, our consciousness of need – poor in spirit, mourning because of our sinfulness and being meek instead of egotistical.

Then comes v6 which is the satisfaction of that deep need that we have within us, that we ourselves cannot meet.

When we see our great need we hunger and thirst after righteousness so that we might be filled with the righteousness of God.

Then comes the result of being filled, fully satisfied. As a result of being filled we become merciful, pure in heart and peacemakers.

Following on from this comes persecution, and we will get to that.

But, I believe there is another link as to why this verse is where it is. The second set of three after verse 6 correspond with the first three above v6.
The merciful are those who realise their poverty in spirit; they realise that they have nothing in themselves at all. It is only when we have a correct view of ourselves that we can view others.

It therefore corresponds that the verse that we are thinking on this morning is linked with the second beatitude, namely: Blessed are those who mourn,
We mourn about the state of our hearts, about our sinfulness. We saw that we mourn not only over what we have done wrong, but that we wanted to do wrong.

Who are the ‘pure in heart’?

Basically, they are the ones who mourn over the impurity in their hearts, because the only way to be pure is to recognize that you are impure and you want to do that which will bring about cleansing and purity.

In the same way we will see that the peacemakers are those who are meek. Without meekness you will not be a peacemaker.

So I believe that is why it is where it is, it is part of the deliberate sequence.

The essence of the Gospel message is that we become pure in heart. That is what Christianity is all about . Seeing God, through Jesus Christ.
Let us look deeper at this verse and its words.

I am not going to go over the word blessed, we have been there before, let us begin with the heart.

The gospel of Jesus Christ is concerned with our hearts.

Jesus often condemned the Pharisees and the teachers of the law because they were more interested in the outside rather than the inside, they had made Judaism a religion of the external whilst ignoring the real needs of the heart. Jesus said they were like “Whitewashed tombs” looking nice on the outside but dead on the inside.

Notice that Jesus’ teaching centres on the heart and not the head. He does not commend those who are intellectual; he is interested in your heart, its true condition.

In other words we have to remind ourselves that the Christian faith is ultimately not only a matter of doctrine or understanding or intellect, it is a condition of the heart.

Jesus wants you to study and understand the doctrine and theology of the faith, but ultimately he wants you and I to change on the inside to be like Him.

The heart is the centre of the personality in the Scriptures. It does not just mean the seat of our emotions and affections. This beatitude is not a statement that the Christian faith is primarily emotional, not intellectual or pertaining to the will. Actually Jesus is saying it is all three. The heart is the centre of man’s being and personality.

Blessed are the pure in heart, not merely on the surface of their lives but deep down at the source of all their activity.

The heart is also the seat of all our troubles.

MATT 15:19 For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander.  
Tragically, man thinks that all his troubles result from his environment. If you want to change the man, change his environment. What a fallacy that is.

Let me remind you that it was in ‘paradise’ the garden of Eden that man went wrong.

A perfect environment did not prevent his problems.

JER 17:9-10 The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?

"I the LORD search the heart and examine the mind, to reward a man according to his conduct, according to what his deeds deserve."
So the heart is desperately wicked. The verse before us states “Blessed are the pure in heart”.
You can only see God when you are pure in heart. Man cannot make himself a Christian? It is impossible to become a Christian through head knowledge and intellect. The Gospel is all about the fact that we have gone into the terrible pit through our own sinfulness, only Christ, through his death and resurrection can get us out of that pit and place our feet upon the rock.

So what does Jesus, our Lord mean by ‘pure’?

This word in Scripture has two main meanings:
1. Without hypocrisy.

Or to be ‘single’. Later on in this sermon on the mount Jesus talks about the eye, he says:

MT 6:22-23 "The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light. But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness!

When Jesus talks of the eye in the singular he says it is good, and we will be full of light, when he talks of the eye in the plural it is bad, it is darkness, great darkness.

PS 86:11 Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth; give me an undivided heart, that I may fear your name.

If our heart is pure it is as it were without folds, nothing is hidden, we are sincere, single-minded in our devotion.

The trouble we have is that we have a divided heart.

One part of me wants to worship God and please him, the other part wants to do something else.

Paul certainly documented this in his epistle to the Romans

RO 7:21-25 So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me. For in my inner being I delight in God's law; but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members. What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God--through Jesus Christ our Lord!
2. Cleansed

Rev 21:27 Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life.

REV 22:14-15 "Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city. Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.

In other words, to be pure means to be like Jesus Christ Himself – who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth. He was pure, spotless, perfect, complete.

Therefore we should be living to the Glory of God in EVERY respect. That we desire God, that we have a desire to know Him, to love Him and to serve Him.

Do you have that desire?

Therefore if we want to see God we need to be pure in heart. 

How can our hearts become pure?

There are some who would say this is a full time job, to become pure means to work on it 24 hrs a day, to become a monk and live a monastic lifestyle. But this is clearly not found as Scriptural teaching. Nowhere does it say to us, shut ourselves away and concentrate on me. As lovely as that lifestyle may be.

The way of the Scriptures is to recognise that our hearts are full of darkness by nature and that we ourselves cannot clean them and to join with David in his prayer

PS 51:10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
It is only God that can purify our hearts and, thank God, He has promised to do it.

The only way we can have a pure and clean heart is to allow the Holy Spirit to enter us and to cleanse us. Only His indwelling will result in purity.

Paul’s confidence was this:

PHIL 1:6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
This is OUR only hope, we are in His hands and the process is an ongoing one. God is dealing with us and our hearts are being cleaned. There is coming a day when each of us will stand before God faultless, blameless, without spot or wrinkle, undefiled, and we shall be able to enter the gate of the Holy City.

Leaving the unclean outside – because He is doing it.

Conclusion
In conclusion this morning, although God is doing a work in our lives if we know Christ as our Lord and Saviour, we cannot remain passive in the matter, there are things for us to do as well.
James says:

JAS 4:7-10 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.

Paul says:

COL 3:5-10 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.
You are going to see God!

This is the biggest, most momentous, most tremendous thing that you can ever be told?

It should be our sincerest desire to see God, it should be what we are longing for, the object of our desires and longings.

1 JOHN 3:3 Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.

When the Queen has been to see a Royal variety performance, she goes behind the scenes to meet the performers, for some it is a rush to get out of their costumes and make themselves presentable for meeting the Queen.

For us the time is short, we do not have much time to prepare. The great reception is at hand, You and I are waiting for the audience with THE KING.

Are you looking forward to it?

Or are you still involved in shameful things that will be of no value on that great occasion. When everything is laid bare for all to see, will we be pure in heart, or will we be ashamed?

The Holy Spirit wants to work in your life, and he has promised to do so. But we also must prepare, putting off those things that so easily entangle.

Blessed are the pure in heart – for they shall see God!

What a day that will be, Amen.
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