The Feasts of the LORD

6 – Yom Kippur (The Day of Atonement)


Introduction
Rosh Hashanah or the feast of trumpets began the Jewish New Year, following this day came ten days, known as the days of awe. A time to reflect upon one’s life, to confess one’s sins whilst you wait upon God to write your name in one of the books, as we saw last time, according to Hebrew tradition.

Yom Kippur is Israel’s most awesome Holy Day, the Day of Atonement. A theme that is woven through the pages of Scripture. This feast provides us with the necessary understanding of the scope of the Messiah’s payment for sin and the security of God’s people today.
Yom Kippur means the day of covering, Kippur comes from the Hebrew word kaphar which means to cover and it is on this day that a covering was made for the sins of the past year.

The covering consisted of the blood sacrifice of an innocent animal. The Lord commanded –

LEV 17:11-12 For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one's life. Therefore I say to the Israelites, "None of you may eat blood, nor may an alien living among you eat blood."
(an advert for not eating black pudding!!!)
Yom Kippur is the Lord’s 6th divinely appointed feast day, it occurs in the Autumn and on the 10th day of Tishri which is the 7th month of the Jewish calendar, our September/October. It falls between the Feast of trumpets and the feast of Tabernacles.
There are three main passages that outline for us the biblical observance of this feast.

In Lev 16 we read about the instructions for the High Priest:

For the people in Lev 23 (26-32) and for the sacrifices in Num 29 (7-11).

This day was so solemn that the Jews refer to it as “The Day” and it is the only time that the Lord designated a fast:

LEV 23:27 "The tenth day of this seventh month is the Day of Atonement. Hold a sacred assembly and deny (KJV – afflict) yourselves, and present an offering made to the LORD by fire. 
We get this meaning of ‘afflicting your souls’ being a fast, from Ezra:

EZR 8:21  There, by the Ahava Canal, I proclaimed a fast, so that we might humble ourselves before our God and ask him for a safe journey for us and our children, with all our possessions.
(KJV - that we might afflict ourselves before our God) 

This was to be a day for fasting and repentance, and so solemn was this that anyone found not doing it was to be “cut off from his people” (Lev 23:29)

It was also a day of no work – just like a Sabbath day, and again, anyone found working would be cut off.

Yom Kippur was THE day for the High Priest, the day where once a year he was allowed into the Holy of Holies and stand before the presence of God’s glory, wearing holy garments and having sacrificed a bull for his own sins.

The importance of this day was also emphasised by the additional animals required for sacrifice and the scapegoat.
The preparation for this feast of the Lord was crucial. They could not risk the High Priest becoming ritually unclean by inadvertently coming into contact with a dead body. If he did there was a cleansing process which is described in Numbers 19.

A red Heifer had to be brought before the Priest, one without blemish, perfect, never used, and it had to be killed in front of the High Priest and her blood taken and with the Priest’s finger the blood had to be sprinkled before the tabernacle seven times. Then the heifer had to be burnt, all of it, the body, the skin, even its dung, along with Hyssop, scarlet and cedar wood, it had to be burnt to ashes. Those ashes would be kept in a clean place outside the camp to be used as a ‘water of purification’.
Now after 3 days of being unclean, the ‘water of purification’ would be applied and he would become clean on the seventh day. If he did not do this he would remain unclean and if he were to come into the tabernacle he would make that unclean and the priest would have to be killed.

So, they could not take any chances, and so it was to safeguard against this happening that they brought the High Priest in from his home a week before Yom Kippur and he would stay in his quarters within the temple area.

They would also appoint a substitute High Priest, usually it would be the one next in line, so that he could take over should the High Priest die.

Nothing could go wrong, everything had to be rehearsed. In the week leading up to Yom Kippur, the High Priest would conduct all the sacrifices, so that he could practice all parts of his priestly duties.

The Morning Service

 Although the Jewish day began at sunset, the temple service for Yom Kippur started at dawn the following morning. The ashes on the altar would be cleaned away, and four instead of three fires were lit to set the day apart as distinct.
Any other day, the high priest would merely wash his hands and feet with water from the priestly laver before performing his service. But on Yom Kippur he was required to totally immerse himself in a special gold tub. He would then put on all his priestly robes and ornaments with great care, the purple robe with the golden bells so that the people could hear him at work as he represented them. Over his robe he wore a golden breastplate which was studied with twelve precious stones, a constant reminder that he was the representative of the twelve tribes of Israel before the Living God. After dressing he would wash his hands and feet and then perform the morning service.
The priest followed this procedure of washing every time he changed his clothing.

The afternoon service was the main focus of Yom Kippur. It was through the sacrifices of this service that atonement was made for the sins of the priesthood and people of Israel for the preceding year.

The afternoon service was to begin with the High Priest having changed into his Holy Linen garments. He was to take the young bull and place his hands upon its head, identifying with it as his substitute and make a confession of his sin. Three times during this confession he would pronounce the covenant name of the Lord (YHWH).
Under Jewish oral law, this holy name was forbidden to be spoken on any other occasion lest it be taken in vein (Ex 20:7) by mispronouncing it of misusing it. Each time the High Priest uttered the name, the people and the other priests would fall on their faces in worship and repeat “Blessed be His name whose glorious kingdom is forever and ever!”

The two goats
The high priest, escorted by two other priests was then taken to the eastern side of the altar. Two goats stood there, identical in size, colour and value. Lots were cast, one would become a sin offering, the other the scapegoat. 

Charles Wesley explains why it had to be eastward – 

Upon the mercy - seat - To teach us, that God is merciful to sinners only through and for the blood of Christ. With his face east - ward, or upon the eastern part, towards the people, who were in the court which lay east - ward from the holy of holies, which was the most western part of the tabernacle. This signified that the high - priest in this act represented the people, and that God accepted it on their behalf. Before the mercy - seat - On the ground.
The High priest then returned to the young bull a second time and placing his hands upon its head again, confessed the sins of the priesthood.

So now he had confessed his own sin and that of the entire priesthood.

The bull was then slaughtered and the blood collected.
Next came the burning of the incense. The High Priest would take a golden fire censor and go to the altar, he would carefully fill the censor with coals from the fire on the altar. He would then take two handfuls of incense and place in a golden ladle.

With the censor in his right hand and the incense in his left he would make his way to the temple and through the Holy place where the Lampstand and the table of Showbread and the altar of incense were located. At the rear of the Holy place he would pause and then go through the curtain and into the Holy of Holies, there he would stand in quiet solitude with only the glow of the coals he was carrying to light the room.

The High Priest then poured the incense onto the coals and waited whilst the fragrant cloud of smoke filled the room before making his way back out through the thick curtain.

In Solomon’s Temple the Ark of the Covenant resided in the Holy of Holies, and the Shekinah glory of the Lord rested above it.

After the Babylonian captivity, the ark was never recovered and the Holy of Holies remained an empty room.
The High Priest then took the golden bowl filled with the bull’s blood and re-entered the Holy of Holies. He sprinkled the blood

LEV 16:14 He is to take some of the bull's blood and with his finger sprinkle it on the front of the atonement cover; then he shall sprinkle some of it with his finger seven times before the atonement cover.

Next the Scriptures tell us

LEV 16:15 "He shall then slaughter the goat for the sin offering for the people and take its blood behind the curtain and do with it as he did with the bull's blood: He shall sprinkle it on the atonement cover and in front of it.
The High priest had to do all this on his own, no one else was allowed in the sanctuary while he was in there. The blood was sprinkled on the Mercy seat and before the Mercy seat, the tabernacle and the altar – everything had to be cleansed by the blood.
The scapegoat
The scapegoat that had been selected by lot, and following the sacrifices for the sins of the High Priest, the other priests and for the people of Israel, the High Priest laid his hands upon this goat’s head and confessed the sins of the people upon it. It was then led out of the city through the eastern gate and over 10 miles out into the wilderness.
It became known as the scapegoat because it escaped death and was driven into the wilderness.

But again, the Jews took no chances with the scapegoat, they were worried that in the wilderness the goat would accidentally wander into a village with its sin and contaminate the village, so in practice, they took it into the wilderness and either pushed it over a ravine to its death or killed it.

Whilst the goat was being led away into the wilderness and they waited for word that it had been accomplished, the service would continue with the burning of the bull  and the goat outside of the City, readings from Leviticus and Numbers would be read by the Priest, and when the sin offerings were completed the high Priest would return to the tabernacle and change his clothes, the linen clothes would remain in the tabernacle and he would bathe again.
Finally, the High Priest would dress in his robes and offer the final burnt offering for himself and the people.
The modern observance
With the destruction of the Temple id 70AD, sacrifices could not continue. In fact Yom Kippur bears little resemblance to the biblical observance. 

However one tradition does remain and that is the need for a blood sacrifice.

Kaparot  or blood sacrifice is still observed amongst the orthodox Jews. It involves the controversial killing usually of a chicken as they are forbidden to use animals that could be mistaken for continuing the sacrificial system.

The chicken is taken and waved around the head three times whilst the holder pronounces “This is my substitute, my vicarious offering, my atonement. This fowl shall meet death, but I shall enjoy a long happy life and peace” following this readings would be read and the animal is killed and given to the poor for their final meal before the fast.

The main focus in modern times is around the synagogue services. The synagogues are decorated in white to symbolize purity and cleansing from transgression. The scroll and the ark are covered in white, flowers are white and worshippers dress in white in remembrance of the priest who wore linen in the temple.
The future fulfillment
Just like the feast of trumpets, the day of atonement – Yom Kippur points to the return of the Messiah to Israel to establish his throne and reign for a 1000 years.
In the Paschal lamb at Passover we see a picture of personal redemption that was made possible through the precious blood of Christ – our Passover Lamb, so in Yom Kippur we see a picture of the future National redemption of the Nation of Israel.

The national repentance of Israel stopped at the destruction of the 2nd Temple in 70 AD. Since then there has been no National repentance, in fact up until 1948 there was no Nation to be repentant.

A time is coming, a time that was prophesied in the book of Daniel in the vision of the 70 weeks, when the Nation of Israel will go through a time known as Jacob’s trouble in the 70th week, that still is to come. It will be a time of untold affliction for the Jews as the nations come against them. But it will also be a time when the Temple has been rebuilt and the sacrificial system is running again.
We are told that the Antichrist will make a covenant with the Jews

DAN 9:27 He will confirm a covenant with many for one `seven.' In the middle of the`seven' he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on a wing of the temple he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him. "
The temple must be in operation for the antichrist to stop the sacrifice and the oblation.

 The Ark of the Covenant will also need to be in place for the blood of the sacrifices to be sprinkled on it and before it.
Where is the Ark?

There are many theories that surround the disappearance of the Ark of the covenant.

One that you may well have heard of is that it is currently in Ethiopia, guarded by an Ethiopian Jewish tribe.

Here is also the theory that Solomon had a replica made that was complete in every detail and this replaced the real ark which was, before the Babylonians entered the City, taken underground through an elaborate system of lifts and tunnels built by Solomon and there placed out of harm’s way, and that it will be revealed again to the Jews at the right time.

Whatever the correct story, we know that it will be in its place for the Jews to restore the temple sacrifices.

Let me just read you a prophecy from the book of Zephaniah:

ZEP 3:8-13 Therefore wait for me," declares the LORD, "for the day I will stand up to testify. I have decided to assemble the nations, to gather the kingdoms and to pour out my wrath on them-- all my fierce anger. The whole world will be consumed by the fire of my jealous anger. "Then will I purify the lips of the peoples, that all of them may call on the name of the LORD and serve him shoulder to shoulder. From beyond the rivers of Cush (Ethiopia) my worshipers, my scattered people, will bring me offerings. On that day you will not be put to shame for all the wrongs you have done to me,  because I will remove from this city those who rejoice in their pride. Never again will you be haughty    on my holy hill. But I will leave within you the meek and humble, who trust in the name of the LORD.

The remnant of Israel will do no wrong; they will speak no lies, nor will deceit be found in their mouths.  They will eat and lie down and no one will make them afraid.

Today we see the Temple Institute in Jerusalem getting ready for that day. They have been busy at work getting the Priestly robes ready.

There have also been a number of incredible breakthroughs over the past few years:

One was the temple anointing oil described in Ex 30:22-33
For this oil to be remade for the coming temple, it would have to be exact, but there was a problem when the Romans came a sacked Jerusalem, the oil disappeared.
But apparently when the dead sea scrolls were discovered, there were a number of other things found as well, one thing was a jar of a solidified liquid. This has now been analysed and found to be the holy anointing oil, and there is enough to dedicate the temple.

Wherever the Ark of the Covenant is we know that this earthly temple with all its furniture are just copies, as the writer to the Hebrews states:

HEB 9:21-28 In the same way, he sprinkled with the blood both the tabernacle and everything used in its ceremonies. In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.

It was necessary, then, for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these sacrifices, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God's presence. Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself again and again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood that is not his own. Then Christ would have had to suffer many times since the creation of the world. But now he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself. Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.

There is coming a time when Israel will, as a nation, see their Messiah and acknowledge Him as such. It will be their Yom Kippur when they say, as prophesied in Hosea
HOS 6:1-3 "Come, let us return to the LORD. He has torn us to pieces but he will heal us; he has injured us but he will bind up our wounds. After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will restore us, that we may live in his presence. Let us acknowledge the LORD; let us press on to acknowledge him. As surely as the sun rises, he will appear; he will come to us like the winter rains,    like the spring rains that water the earth."
Hosea talks of the certainty of this restoration. If, as some scholars suggest, this referral to two days and a third day are measured in prophetic terms, as in “a day is as a thousand years”, then this day must be very close indeed because it has been 2000 years, and of course following the Tribulation there will be a third thousand years, the millennial reign of the Messiah.

The blood requirement
From the very beginning in the book of Genesis, blood has had to be shed for the remission of sin. Adam and Eves nakedness, discovered by sin, was covered with the skin of animals – blood was shed.

The Old covenant is described in

LEV 17:11 For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one's life.
God will judge the disobedient and the punishment for breaking Gods law is death. His justice demands it.

HAB 1:13 Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrong.
So God has provided a substitute, in the Old Covenant it was through the sacrificing of lambs, bulls and goats.

No one is outside of this for the word states

PSALM 14:2-3 The LORD looks down from heaven on the sons of men to see if there are any who understand, any who seek God. All have turned aside, they have together become corrupt; there is no one who does good, not even one.
This Old covenant was a forerunner, a temporary measure until the fullness of time when God would institute the New Covenant.
If the Old covenant had been sufficient to provide a permanent solution to sin, there would not have been a need for a new one

HEB 8:7-13 For if there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would have been sought for another. But God found fault with the people and said: "The time is coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they did not remain faithful to my covenant, and I turned away from them, declares the Lord. This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time, declares the Lord. I will put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, `Know the Lord,' because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest. For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more." By calling this covenant "new," he has made the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and aging will soon disappear.

We are now under that New Covenant, when Jesus took the cup at that last Passover meal and instituted the communion service of remembrance he said

LUKE 22:20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.
1 COR 11:25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me."
There is now no need for continual sacrifices, for under the old covenant the blood was just a covering for sin, but under the new covenant with the Messiah, Jesus shedding his precious blood as a once and for all sacrifice, his blood cleanses from sin and makes us as white as snow.
We do not have to wonder every year if our names are written in the Book of Life, the Bible assures us of this fact:

1 JOHN 5:13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.
(KJV - These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.)
Conclusion
Year after year the ram’s horn calls Israel to repentance, but there is no atonement in Judaism today, there is no blood sacrifice, no temple, no priesthood, no adherence to the Levitical regulations.

Yet the Jews year for true forgiveness, they try to find it in good deed, or by transferring it to a chicken. But it can only come through accepting the Blood of Jesus the Lamb of God.

The Scriptures tell us that god has provided the Messiah as his “offering for sin” (Isa 53:10). He is the only sacrifice for sin today. If we reject God’s sacrifice, God will reject us and the penalty for that is death (Rom 6:23).

But to those who have put their trust in Jesus he says:

JER 31:34 No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, `Know the LORD,'  because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest," declares the LORD. "For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more."
Have you put your trust in the Lamb of God, Jesus, to take away your sins, or are you still following the traditions of men.

Amen
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