5 - The Feast of Trumpets

Rosh Hashanah


Introduction
LEV 23:24-25 "Say to the Israelites: `On the first day of the seventh month you are to have a day of rest, a sacred assembly commemorated with trumpet blasts.  Do no regular work, but present an offering made to the LORD by fire.' "

For nearly all our Church services and celebrations we have musical instruments to lead us in our worship. But rarely is the whole of a celebration based on a musical instrument. Yet this feast day is such a celebration, it is all about the blowing!

This feast has become known as Rosh Hashanah.

As we have just read from Lev 23, this day is a “memorial of blowing” (KJV) or in the Hebrew ‘Zikhron Teruah’. In Number 29:1 we read:

NU 29:1 `On the first day of the seventh month hold a sacred assembly and do no regular work. It is a day for you to sound the trumpets. 

“blowing the trumpets” or in Hebrew ‘Yom Teruah’.

So based on these two Scriptures this feast of Rosh Hashanah has become known as the ‘feast of trumpets’, a day of the sounding of trumpets in the Temple and throughout the Land of Israel.
Rosh Hashanah literally means ‘head of the year’ but this was not applied to this feast until at least the second century, some 1500 years after God instituted it.

After the destruction of the Temple in AD70 the holiday became a matter of survival in the midst of a tragic situation and due to the absence of the Temple and its sacrificial system this feast was threatened and had to be drastically altered in order to be kept by a nation in exile throughout the world.

The timing of this feast coincided with Israel’s civil new year and after the destruction of the Temple in AD70 the two became inseparably connected. After some time the feast of trumpets became overshadowed by the new year and it has become known today as Rosh Hashanah which literally means “Head of the year”.
I will use the term “Feast of trumpets” and “Rosh Hashanah” interchangeably, so do not be confused, I mean the same thing. (even if they are not – for ease).

Rosh Hashanah comes on the first day of the seventh month of the year, it is the first of the three fall feasts – The 1st day of Tishri in the Hebraic calendar, usually mid September – early October in our calendar’s.

The other two fall feasts follow on soon after with Yom Kippur or the Day of Atonement on Tishri 10 and Sukkot or the Feast of Tabernacles on Tishri 15.

Biblically the feast of trumpets was a one day feast but since the diaspora, those outside of Israel usually celebrate for an additional day. The root of this being in the uncertainty of the Jewish calendar.

The beginning of each new Hebrew month depended upon sighting the New Moon. The precise timing of this was not always easy due to clouds or a lack of witnesses. Rosh Hashanah compounded the problem by falling on the first day of the month, the actual new moon. This made it difficult for Jewish communities to be notified that the actual holiday had begun. So to decrease the chance of error they celebrate Rosh Hashanah for two days, a tradition that goes on in Israel even today.

To keep the feast was neither hard or lengthy. In observance it was a Sabbath day, a day of rest where they had to sound trumpets and bring a sacrifice.

Numbers 29 goes on to tell us all about this sacrifice:

2-6 As an aroma pleasing to the LORD, prepare a burnt offering of one young bull, one ram and seven male lambs a year old, all without defect. With the bull prepare a grain offering of three-tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil; with the ram, two-tenths; and with each of the seven lambs, one-tenth. Include one male goat as a sin offering to make atonement for you. These are in addition to the monthly and daily burnt offerings with their grain offerings and drink offerings as specified. They are offerings made to the LORD by fire--a pleasing aroma.

So this offering was in addition to the normal Temple offerings. But that was it.

This was not a designated ‘solemn’ feast whereby all the males had to go and present themselves, there was not travel involved. It was a simple feast.

In fact we have recorded in Nehemiah that it was to be a joyous time:
NE 8:9-12 Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who were instructing the people said to them all, "This day is sacred to the LORD your God. Do not mourn or weep." For all the people had been weeping as they listened to the words of the Law. Nehemiah said, "Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to those who have nothing prepared. This day is sacred to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the LORD is your strength."

The Levites calmed all the people, saying, "Be still, for this is a sacred day. Do not grieve." Then all the people went away to eat and drink, to send portions of food and to celebrate with great joy, because they now understood the words that had been made known to them.

(also recorded in Ezra 3:1)

In relationship to the new moon, Rosh Hashanah is unique. It is the only Jewish holiday that occurs on the first of the month, at the New Moon, when the moon is dark and just a thin crescent. All other Jewish holidays occur when the moon is bright.

Just as the 7th day and the 7th year were holy under the Mosaic law

EX 20:8-10 "Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates.
LEV 25:4But in the seventh year the land is to have a sabbath of rest, a sabbath to the LORD. Do not sow your fields or prune your vineyards.
So too, was Tishri the 7th month, The Sabbath of months in which all three of the fall feasts occur.

In ancient Israel, the New Moon was normally announced by short blasts of the trumpet, but the New moon on the 7th month was celebrated with long blasts.

This emphasized its solemnity and uniqueness amongst the months.
The trumpet
Our English bibles do not clearly distinguish the different types of Hebrew trumpets.

There are three types of trumpet.

The first trumpet is the hat-zot-zerah which was a straight metal trumpet with a flared end. In Numbers 10:1-2 we read that 

NU 10:1-2 The LORD said to Moses: "Make two trumpets of hammered silver, and use them for calling the community together and for having the camps set out.
The Priests would blow the trumpets over the sacrifices:

NUM 10:10 Also at your times of rejoicing--your appointed feasts and New Moon festivals--you are to sound the trumpets over your burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, and they will be a memorial for you before your God. I am the LORD your God."
In the days of Solomon, he had the number of trumpets increased from 2 to 120.

According to Josephus the Jewish historian in his book The war of the Jews 4.9.12 he states that the priests also blew this trumpet from the southwest corner of the Temple wall to announce the beginning and end of every Sabbath.

There are many archaeological findings depicting these trumpets, such as the Victory Arch of Titus in Rome (AD70) and on silver coins minted during the revolt by Simon Bar Kochba in AD 132-135).

Today you can view the reconstructed trumpets at the Temple Institute in Jerusalem that have been made in readiness for the rebuilding of the Temple.

The second trumpet was the Shofar, probably the one you are more familiar with, the ram’s horn.

When it comes to Rosh Hashanah the type of trumpet is not specified and so it became, if you like, the instrument of choice instead of the silver trumpet for this observance. Today you will hear on Rosh Hashanah the blowing of the Shofar.

The original reason for this preference is probably because it was the designated trumpet to be blown at the next feast, that of Yom Kippur:
LEV 25:8-9  " `Count off seven sabbaths of years--seven times seven years--so that the seven sabbaths of years amount to a period of forty-nine years. Then have the trumpet sounded everywhere on the tenth day of the seventh month; on the Day of Atonement sound the trumpet throughout your land.
The third type of trumpet was that of the Keren which means the horn of an animal. Those constructed of a cows horn were rejected due to the reminder of their idolatrous worship of the golden calf in the wilderness.

The ram’s horn was a more pleasant reminder of God’s deliverance of Isaac through the ram caught in the thicket by its horns.

Now when it came to the use of the trumpets, 

In essence there are 3 main uses for the sounding of the trumpet in the Scriptures.

1. A gathering together of the assembly.

in Numbers 10 we are told: use them for calling the community together and for having the camps set out.
There are given in the Scriptures different blasts for who was being called:

NUM 10:3-10 When both are sounded, the whole community is to assemble before you at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. If only one is sounded, the leaders--the heads of the clans of Israel--are to assemble before you. When a trumpet blast is sounded, the tribes camping on the east are to set out. At the sounding of a second blast, the camps on the south are to set out. The blast will be the signal for setting out. To gather the assembly, blow the trumpets, but not with the same signal.

"The sons of Aaron, the priests, are to blow the trumpets. This is to be a lasting ordinance for you and the generations to come. When you go into battle in your own land against an enemy who is oppressing you, sound a blast on the trumpets. Then you will be remembered by the LORD your God and rescued from your enemies. Also at your times of rejoicing--your appointed feasts and New Moon festivals--you are to sound the trumpets over your burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, and they will be a memorial for you before your God. I am the LORD your God."

2. The sound of a battle alarm

We have already seen what Numbers 10 says about that,

JUDGES 3:27-29  (EHUD) When he arrived there, he blew a trumpet in the hill country of Ephraim, and the Israelites went down with him from the hills, with him leading them.

"Follow me," he ordered, "for the LORD has given Moab, your enemy, into your hands." So they followed him down and, taking possession of the fords of the Jordan that led to Moab, they allowed no one to cross over. At that time they struck down about ten thousand Moabites, all vigorous and strong; not a man escaped. 

Whilst building Jerusalem under threat of attack, Nehemiah had someone by him to sound the alarm
NEH 4:18-20 and each of the builders wore his sword at his side as he worked. But the man who sounded the trumpet stayed with me.

Then I said to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the people, "The work is extensive and spread out, and we are widely separated from each other along the wall. Wherever you hear the sound of the trumpet, join us there. Our God will fight for us!"
3. Announced a new King
1Kings 1:34 There have Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anoint him king over Israel. Blow the trumpet and shout, `Long live King Solomon!' 

2 Kings 9:13 They hurried and took their cloaks and spread them under him on the bare steps. Then they blew the trumpet and shouted, "Jehu is king!"
We do not know much about the type of ‘sounding’, what it was like, but since the destruction of the Temple a compromise has been reached whereby the pattern for Rosh Hashanah has become:

A long blast, 3 short blasts, 9 staccato blasts and a long blast.

In June 1967 at the capture of Jerusalem in the 6 day war, after nearly 1900 years the sound of the shofar was sounded by Chief Rabbi Shlomo Goren as Jewish sovereignty came over East Jerusalem and reunited their capital.
It is noted that on the feast of trumpets more than 100 priests officiated due to the amount of sacrifices and offerings that had to be carried out and an additional priest to sound the shofar with those who sounded the silver trumpets.
Today, the Rosh Hashanah bears little resemblance to the ‘feast of trumpets’ and many traditions have become superimposed over the biblical observance.

In Jewish tradition, the 10 days from Rosh Hashanah to Yom Kippur have become known as the “days of awe”.

Tradition holds that during this ten day period divine judgment is rendered to determine whether a person will continue to live or die in the coming year.

It is believed that God reviews the books of judgment on Rosh Hashanah (Tishri 1) and metes out final judgment on Yom Kippur (Tishri 10). These ten days are believed to be the last chance to repent before God’s judgment is finalized for the coming year.

According to Jewish tradition, three books are opened on Rosh Hashanah:

The book of life for the wicked

The book of life for the righteous and

The book of life for the in-between.

As God reviews mankind’s deeds for the past year, He inscribes the names of every individual in one of these books.

Judgment against the wicked is final and irrevocable, they will have their life cut short in the coming year.

Those recorded in the book of the righteous will be granted mercy for another year of life and prosperity by the Lord.

For the remainder, their sealing of fate is deferred and hangs in the balance until Yom Kippur. If they sincerely repent during the days of awe, tradition holds that God will grant them life until the following Yom Kippur.

In reflecting this tradition the common greeting during the days of awe is 
Leshanah tovah tika-tevu (may you be inscribed (in the book of life) for a good year!)

There is Biblical origin for this thinking and it comes from Moses and David.

EX 32:31-33 So Moses went back to the LORD and said, "Oh, what a great sin these people have committed! They have made themselves gods of gold. But now, please forgive their sin--but if not, then blot me out of the book you have written."

The LORD replied to Moses, "Whoever has sinned against me I will blot out of my book.
PSALM 69:28 May they be blotted out of the book of life and not be listed with the righteous.

Because the ‘Days of Awe’ are such a solemn time of self-examination, joyful activities are usually forbidden. Weddings and other festive occasions are postponed until after Yom Kippur.
The week before Rosh Hashanah is usually spent in reciting prayers of forgiveness in preparation for the days of awe.

On Rosh Hashanah itself you will often see observant Jews down by the waterside, such as the Mediterranean, a river, or a lake etc with their prayer books and dressed in their holiday attire reciting the Tashlikh prayer (the prayer of casting off), it is made up of various scriptures from the books of Micah, Psalms and Isaiah and the prayer takes its name from

MICAH 7:19 You will again have compassion on us; you will tread our sins underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea.

After the prayer, worshipers will often shake their pockets or cast bread crumbs into the water. This action symbolically rids them of clinging sins so that their sin may be carried away and remembered no more.

Rosh Hashanah is often called Yom Ha-Din (Judgment day) since it began the days of Awe and so repentance is foremost in the Jewish mind at this time.

Beginning with the Sabbath before the new moon of the six Hebrew month and continuing throughout the month, the shofar is blown every morning after the morning prayer service. It serves as a call to repentance and a solemn reminder that the most awesome holy days on the Jewish calendar are approaching.

They also look forward to his future coming and when he will reveal himself again with the sounding of the shofar.

This time is also considered to be the time, the month of Tishri, when the world was created, and the very day that man was created.
Future fulfillment
There are no historical events associated with this feast but it does portray future events for the Nation of Israel. The feast of trumpets is next on Israel’s prophetic calendar. The first four were fulfilled at our Saviour’s first advent and this one and the following two will be fulfilled at his second.

The feast of trumpets occurs at the new moon, a dark day when the night light is darkened and warns of a coming day of judgment. The Jews know this as “the Day of the Lord”, a terrible period of time when God will pour out His fiery judgment not only of Israel’s enemies but on Israel herself in order to bring her to repentance and into the New Covenant.

The prophet Amos said

AMOS 5:18-20 Woe to you who long for the day of the LORD! Why do you long for the day of the LORD? That day will be darkness, not light. It will be as though a man fled from a lion only to meet a bear, as though he entered his house and rested his hand on the wall only to have a snake bite him.

Will not the day of the LORD be darkness, not light--pitch-dark, without a ray of brightness?
ZEPHANIAH 1:14-16 "The great day of the LORD is near--near and coming quickly. Listen! The cry on the day of the LORD will be bitter, the shouting of the warrior there. That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of trouble and ruin, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and blackness, a day of trumpet and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the corner towers.

And of course those well known words of Joel

JOEL 3:15 The sun and moon will be darkened, and the stars no longer shine.
REV 6:12-17 I watched as he opened the sixth seal. There was a great earthquake. The sun turned black like sackcloth made of goat hair, the whole moon turned blood red, and the stars in the sky fell to earth, as late figs drop from a fig tree when shaken by a strong wind. The sky receded like a scroll, rolling up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place.

Then the kings of the earth, the princes, the generals, the rich, the mighty, and every slave and every free man hid in caves and among the rocks of the mountains. They called to the mountains and the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! For the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?"

The new moon is a reminder that one day God will indeed switch off, as it were, the lights of heaven and he will pour out his fury on the earth.

It will indeed be Israel’s darkest day, her Days of awe” as God’s wrath prepares her for repentance, her national day of atonement.

There is a lot of trumpet blowing in the scriptures, both by men and angels, but only twice is it recorded that God blows the trumpet, and in both instances it is the shofar.

The first one was when the Shekinah glory descended on Mt Sinai in Ex 19:18-20, the second will be at the messiah’s return
ZECH 9:14-16 Then the LORD will appear over them; his arrow will flash like lightning. The Sovereign LORD will sound the trumpet; he will march in the storms of the south, and the LORD Almighty will shield them. They will destroy and overcome with slingstones. They will drink and roar as with wine; they will be full like a bowl used for sprinkling the corners of the altar. The LORD their God will save them on that day as the flock of his people. They will sparkle in his land like jewels in a crown.

Ancient Jewish tradition held that the resurrection of the dead would occur on Rosh Hashanah, reflecting this tradition, Jewish gravestones are often engraved with the shofar.

Both of these great events, God’s last trump and the resurrection of the righteous are intricately connected to the rapture of the Church in the NT. Paul said:

1 COR 15:51-52 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed-- in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.
1 THESS 4:16-18 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage each other with these words.

One day all Israel, well the remnant that are left following the events of the great tribulation of Revelation, will repent and recognize that Jesus Christ is indeed their Messiah.
Repentance is required of all men. Israel, although God’s chosen people, will still have to repent.

Repentance means to turn away from sin, forsaking it, and requires the individual to turn toward God, putting complete trust in Him

ISA 45:23-25 By myself I have sworn, my mouth has uttered in all integrity a word that will not be revoked: Before me every knee will bow; by me every tongue will swear. They will say of me, `In the LORD alone are righteousness and strength.' " All who have raged against him will come to him and be put to shame. But in the LORD all the descendants of Israel will be found righteous and will exult.
In finishing, an ancient rabbi once said “Repent one day before your death”. His astonished disciples asked “Does then one know on what day he will die?” The Rabbi replied “Then all the more reason that he repent today”.

The idea of course is that we do not know when death will come and the repentance is urgent. We need to seek God today, through Jesus Christ.

ISA 55:6-7 Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near. Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will freely pardon.
Have you repented and come to the Saviour, if not, Now is the time, don’t delay.

Let us pray.
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