The Feasts of the LORD

7 – Sukkot (The feast of Tabernacles)

Introduction
So far in this series, we have seen that the feasts of the Lord given to Israel, were not only times of observance and obedience for the people of Israel at the time and through their history from the departing out of Egypt, through the wilderness and into the Promised land right up to the destruction of the temple in AD 70, the time from when the nation virtually ceased to exist, but there is a prophetic side to these feasts that Jesus either has fulfilled or will in the near future fulfil.
We have seen that in the Passover it is a remembrance not only of being brought out of Egypt but their deliverance as a nation and as individuals from slavery by the sacrifice of a year old lamb without blemish.

The sprinkling of the blood of the Lamb brought life and kept from death, Jesus is our paschal lamb who died on the cross and shed his precious blood so that we might have life.

In the feast of unleavened bread we saw the need to put away leaven for 7 days, leaven being sin. We saw in Christ how on the cross and in his death and burial how he took our sin upon Himself so that we might be forgiven, made pure.

We saw in the feast of firstfruits the fulfilment by Christ in rising from the dead and who is alive forever more and interceding for us at the right hand of the Father.

50 days after firstfruits, we have the feast of weeks or Pentecost. 10 days earlier Christ had ascended back into heaven and the disciples were to wait in Jerusalem for the coming or outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
These were all the Spring feasts, 4 in all, which were fulfilled prophetically in Jesus.

In the fall feasts, of which there are three, we have been looking at what will be in the future and how Jesus will fulfil them.

On Rosh Hashanah, or the feast of trumpets, the beginning of the Jewish new year, we see on a day or hour that we do not know there will be the sound of the trumpet and there will be a gathering of the dead in Christ who will arise to be with the Lord in what is known as the rapture, we who are alive will also be changed in the twinkling of an eye and also be raptured.

This is nothing else in scripture that has to happen before this event can occur, it could happen at any time.

Then last time we looked at the Day of Atonement or Yom Kippur, the most solemn occasion in Jewish life. Every year follow in the days of awe that came after Rosh Hashanah, came the day of Atonement, where the Priest had to offer sacrifices for himself, the other priests and the people for their sins as a covering for sin.

We know that Jesus has taken over from this with His new covenant, but so far the Jews have not accepted this.

But one day there will be a time near the end of the tribulation where just before they are overrun by their enemies the Jewish Nation, as a nation are going to see their Messiah as he comes from Heaven and they are going to turn to him and accept him as their saviour, their Messiah, and be saved as a nation.
Now we come to the final feast, the seventh feast, the feast of Tabernacles or Sukkot.

This feast is the most festive and joyful of all the feasts, it is also the most prominent feast in the scriptures being mentioned more than any other.

This feast also served as the backdrop for the important teaching of the Messiah in John chapters 7 – 9.

This feast is often known as the feast of booths and it acquired its name from the fact that all Israelis were required to live in temporary shelters during this holiday.

It was to be an annual reminder of God’s provision for them whilst they were in the 40 year wilderness.

The scriptures also call this feast “The feast of ingathering”

EX 23:16"Celebrate the Feast of Harvest with the firstfruits of the crops you sow in your field. "Celebrate the Feast of Ingathering at the end of the year, when you gather in your crops from the field.
EX 34:22 "Celebrate the Feast of Weeks with the firstfruits of the wheat harvest, and the Feast of Ingathering at the turn of the year.
This was probably due to the fact that it occurred after the fall harvest and all the crops had been gathered in.

This feast was a joyous occasion because it celebrated God’s past goodness and provision during their journeying through the wilderness, and for God’s present goodness and provision with the completion of the harvest.

This feast comes 5 days after the Day of Atonement, the most solemn of occasions and was celebrated starting the 15th day of Tishri (sept/oct) and lasted for 7 days.

The first day of this feast was to be a Sabbath and a sacred assembly and the day after the seventh day, this is the eight day was also to be a Sabbath. This eighth day is known as Shemini Atzeret.

There are three portions of scripture that outline the observance of this feast:

1. Lev 23:33-43

This was what I would call the ordination of the feast, whereby God gives the basic instructions to Moses.

2. Num 29:12-39

This passage goes into a lot more details on the amount of sacrifices to be made and as one goes through these verses it seems a lot, but not in comparison with the amount of lambs sacrificed at Passover, as Adam Clarkes Commentary states:

On the fifteenth day of the seventh month - On this day there was to be a solemn assembly, and for seven days sacrifices were to be offered; on the first day thirteen young bullocks, two rams, and fourteen lambs. On each succeeding day one bullock less, till on the seventh day there were only seven, making in all seventy. What an expensive service! How should we magnify God for being delivered from it! Yet these were all the taxes they had to pay. At the public charge there were annually offered to God, independently of trespass-offerings and voluntary vows, fifteen goats, twenty-one kids, seventy-two rams, one hundred and thirty-two bullocks, and eleven hundred and one lambs! But how little is all this when compared with the lambs slain every year at the passover, which amounted in one year to the immense number of 255,600 slain in the temple itself, which was the answer that Cestius, the Roman general, received when he asked the priests how many persons had come to Jerusalem at their annual festivals; the priests, numbering the people by the lambs that had been slain, said, “twenty-five myriads, five thousand and six hundred.” 
Along with all these animals, we must not forget the flour, the oil and the wine offerings. This was indeed the greatest of the feast days.

It was a feast that was held in awe as it was at this feast that Solomon dedicated the temple to the Lord, it was also at this feast that the Shekinah glory descended from heaven to light the fire on the altar and fill the Holy of Holies.

(2Chron 5:3) (1Kings 8)
3. Deut 31:10-13
Every sabbatical year the Law was also to be read publically

DEUT 31:10-13 Then Moses commanded them: "At the end of every seven years, in the year for canceling debts, during the Feast of Tabernacles, when all Israel comes to appear before the LORD your God at the place he will choose, you shall read this law before them in their hearing. Assemble the people--men, women and children, and the aliens living in your towns--so they can listen and learn to fear the LORD your God and follow carefully all the words of this law. Their children, who do not know this law, must hear it and learn to fear the LORD your God as long as you live in the land you are crossing the Jordan to possess."

This feast comes at the time of the year when the seasons are changing and they are about to go into their wintery rainy season. You may be surprised to realize that Jerusalem gets the same amount of rainfall as London each year (20 inches), the major difference being that Jerusalem gets its rainfall between November and March.

Because of this anticipation for rain is high at this time of year and prayers for rain have become an integral and important part of the tabernacles observance.

This is also the last of the pilgrimage feasts where all the males of the Nation were to present themselves before the Lord, in other words they had to go up to Jerusalem.

So all around the city up to a maximum distance of a Sabbath days journey (1/2 mile), booths would be erected from palm leaves.

At sundown the Shofar would sound to announce the arrival of the holiday.
During this feast, there was a great anticipation of rain for the coming harvest and this was reflected each morning in the tabernacles services in what was known as the “water libation”.

The water libation was the sacrificial pouring out of a liquid, it was offered as a visual prayer for rain every morning of the feast.

Every morning just after dawn, the High Priest, accompanied by a throng of joyous worshippers and with music would make a procession down to the pool of Siloam. The priest would then, using a golden pitcher take some water back to the temple mount.
Whilst this was happening another procession would go to a place called MOTZA on the south of Jerusalem where willows grew in abundance. These would be gathered and taken back and placed on the sides of the altar so that their tops would droop over and give a canopy to the altar.

The High Priest would return to the Temple courts to three blasts on the trumpets, through the Water Gate (from where it gets its name), and the priests in the temple would all shout as one the words of Isaiah

Isa 12:3 With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.
The high Priest would make his way up the ramp of the great stone altar in the inner court where there would be two silver basins. One for the regular drink offerings (wine libations) and one for the water libations used during this feast.

As the High Priest poured the water libation into the silver basin, the Levites would sing the Hallel (Psalms 113-118) and when they got to Psalm 118:25 the crowds would join in singing O LORD, save us; O LORD, grant us success.

And at the same time wave their palm branches. The priests would also march around the altar with their palm branches.

Psalm 118 was viewed as a Messianic psalm, this is why when Jesus came into Jerusalem on the donkey the crowd shouted Hosanna (Hebrew for ‘Save Now’) and waved their palm branches.

This is the same type of imagery we see in the book of Revelation:
REV 7:9-10 After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. And they cried out in a loud voice:

"Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb."
In the evenings during the feast, after the celebrations of the water pouring in the mornings, we have an impressive light ceremony.

Picture the scene, on the second evening of the feast everyone crowds into the vast outer court known as the court of the Women, a barrier is erected to keep men and women separate. In the centre of the court were 4 huge menorahs (lampstands) each with four branches of oil lamps, each lamp having a ladder to enable the young priests to go and periodically re-fill the lamps with oil.

The wicks of these lamps were made with the worn-out linen garments of the priests.

At this time of the year, the skies would be clear and the moon full, the surrounding Judean hills would be visible through the soft moonlight.
Against this backdrop the light of the Temple would be spectacular. Throughout the night there would be torch dances performed by the priests.

Once the celebration was underway the Levites would form in the inner court, known as the court of the Israelites, and once formed would moved through the Nicanor gate to stand at the top of the steps that led down to the Court of the Women and start to sing the Psalms of degrees (Psalm 120-134). With each new psalm they would descend to the next step.

This celebration would be performed every evening. There was nothing to compare this celebration to. In fact one ancient Rabbi said of this

“He that hath not beheld the joy of the drawing of water hath never seen joy in his life”
This celebration was reminiscent of the descent of the Shekinah glory in Solomon’s day and looked forward to the Shekinah in the days of the Messiah as spoken of by Ezekiel

EZE 43:1-5 Then the man brought me to the gate facing east, and I saw the glory of the God of Israel coming from the east. His voice was like the roar of rushing waters, and the land was radiant with his glory. The vision I saw was like the vision I had seen when he came to destroy the city and like the visions I had seen by the Kebar River, and I fell facedown. The glory of the LORD entered the temple through the gate facing east. Then the Spirit lifted me up and brought me into the inner court, and the glory of the LORD filled the temple.

On the seventh day of the feast the temple services reached their climax, the anticipation of rain was high. Jewish tradition held that it was on this day that God declared whether there would be rain for the coming crops, and so on this day the water pouring ritual took on great importance.
On the other six days of the feast when the Priest brought the water there were three blasts on the trumpets, on this day there were 3 sets of 7 blasts, on the other days the priests did one circuit of the altar, today they made 7 circuits, waving their palm branches and singing Pslam 118:25 O LORD, save us; O LORD, grant us success This day was known as Hoshana Rabbah or “Great Hosanna”.
It was on this day that John records Jesus saying:
JOHN 7:37-38 On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.".
This was the same water that he spoke in John 4 to the woman at the well

14 but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life."

On this 7th day of the feast Jesus was proclaiming to the whole of Israel that He was the Messiah, that he could save them and that they would never thirst for salvation again.

Can you imagine at such a proclamation – the temple would have gone absolutely quiet as everyone was taking in what was just said.

THEN…. The reaction!

The religious leaders would have been infuriated and felt extremely threatened by this ‘upstart’ – “What authority did he have to proclaim himself the Messiah?”

There was a great division among the people and no one dare lay hands on him.

Later Jesus also said:
JN 8:12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."

 These words of course made reference to the Temple light celebrations, but also that His light was eternal.
Jesus did not fulfill this feast during his earthly life, but he certainly announced who he was at this feast and no one could have been left in any doubt, especially the religious leaders, but just as there is now, there was a blindness to the Messiah.

Modern day observance
The modern day observance of this feast has somewhat changed its emphasis due to there being no temple to go to, no outpouring of water on the altar.

Today, the emphasis is really placed on the booths or Sukkah that the Jews build in the wilderness.

As soon as Yom Kippur is past, booths are constructed in the gardens of Jewish homes. Booths had to have at least three walls covered with branches. The roof has to be thatched in such a way to give shade from the sun by day, but sparse enough to be able to see the stars at night. Inside they would be decorated with harvest fruits and vegetables.

During the feast Jewish families would live and eat in them during the day and the very observant will even sleep in them at night.

In the book of Leviticus we read of the trees to be used

LEV 23:40 On the first day you are to take choice fruit from the trees, and palm fronds, leafy branches and poplars, and rejoice before the LORD your God for seven days.
As usual within Judaism, controversy arose between the Sadducees and the Pharisees over the interpretation of this verse.

The Saducees believed that this verse referred to what the booth were made out of. The Pharisees on the other hand believed it referred to the branches that had to be carried and waived by the worshippers. A compromise was struck and both practices are observed.

Since Scripture mentions four types of trees, four types are literally used to fulfill this command. Referred to as the “four species”, we have

1. The Etrog – a tree that produces small lemon-like fruit (interpreted as the ‘goodly tree’)

2. The Lulav – the long branch of the palm tree

3. The Hadas or myrtle tree (the boughs of the thick trees)

4. The arava or willow tree (willows of the brook)

The etrog is a citrus tree and would have been held in the left hand, whilst the other three would have been bound together and held in the right hand. As Psalm 118: 25 is read these branches would be waved.

In the synagogue today the Torah scroll has become the object of the procession. This service of tabernacles has become closely related to Yom Kippur as it occurs only 5 days earlier on the Hebrew Calendar.

Roshana Rabbah, the last day of the feast came to be viewed as the last day on which judgments meted out by God on Yom Kippur could be reversed. On this day willow branches are ceremonially beaten on the pews of the synagogue to remove the leaves, symbolizing repentance and removal of sins.

Even though the water-drawing and the light celebration no longer exist, the concept of rejoicing is still connected to tabernacles. In the Middle Ages a new holiday arose called Simchat Torah (the rejoicing of the law). It occurs on the 9th day (8th in Israel) from the start of the feast of tabernacles. It preserves the traditions of the reading of the Law of moses during tabernacles
DEUT 31:10-13 Then Moses commanded them: "At the end of every seven years, in the year for canceling debts, during the Feast of Tabernacles, when all Israel comes to appear before the LORD your God at the place he will choose, you shall read this law before them in their hearing. Assemble the people--men, women and children, and the aliens living in your towns--so they can listen and learn to fear the LORD your God and follow carefully all the words of this law. Their children, who do not know this law, must hear it and learn to fear the LORD your God as long as you live in the land you are crossing the Jordan to possess."

Every year in the synagogue the law is read, a portion at a time, from Genesis through to Deuteronomy. On this day the cycle begins again. On this day everyone in the synagogue receives an aliyah (an invitation to read the scriptures from the pulpit). Afterwards the congregation marches around the synagogue with great rejoicing as the uplifted Torah Scroll leads the procession.

Future Fulfillment.
This feast is not only a feast of remembering how God kept the Children of Israel through the 40 years of wilderness wanderings until they were ready to enter the promised land. A land that they have never really possessed as the Lord intended them to. But this feast points to the future and has its fulfillment in the coming of the Messiah a second time.

The bible often speaks of the final judgment as a harvest.

MAL 4:1-3 "Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble, and that day that is coming will set them on fire," says the LORD Almighty. "Not a root or a branch will be left to them. But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings. And you will go out and leap like calves released from the stall. Then you will trample down the wicked; they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day when I do these things," says the LORD Almighty.

JOEL 3:13-16 Swing the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, trample the grapes, for the winepress is full and the vats overflow--so great is their wickedness!" Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision. The sun and moon will be darkened,    and the stars no longer shine. The LORD will roar from Zion and thunder from Jerusalem; the earth and the sky will tremble. But the LORD will be a refuge for his people, a stronghold for the people of Israel.

This feast speaks of a future ingathering of the people of Israel when the Messiah returns to set up His millennial kingdom. Isaiah puts it like this

ISA 27:12-13 In that day the LORD will thresh from the flowing Euphrates to the Wadi of Egypt, and you, O Israelites, will be gathered up one by one. And in that day a great trumpet will sound. Those who were perishing in Assyria and those who were exiled in Egypt will come and worship the LORD on the holy mountain in Jerusalem.
Jesus said

MATT 13:39-43 and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. "As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.
God is bringing his people back to the land he gave to Abraham, one by one He is gathering them.

There is now, it has been recently announced 7 million Jews living in Israel, that’s more than in the USA for the first time. Whether the number 7 is significant we shall have to wait and see.

But God is setting the scene in readiness for the coming of their Messiah, the one who they rejected the first time, the one who at this great feast announced that he was the water of life and the light of the world, to gather in his elect people and judge the nations of the world.

He will then set up His millennial kingdom where He will tabernacle in their midst

EZE 37:27-28 My dwelling place will be with them; I will be their God, and they will be my people. Then the nations will know that I the LORD make Israel holy, when my sanctuary is among them forever.' "
The Shekinah glory will again be seen in Israel as Isaiah says

ISA 60:1-3 "Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD rises upon you. See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, but the LORD rises upon you and his glory appears over you.  Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
This feast also speaks of Jesus being the light of the world, he offers salvation and forgiveness to all who would place their trust in him. It is available to all and He is the Light of Life.

The drawing of the water refers to the outpouring of His Holy Spirit.

The prophet Zechariah puts it so well.

ZEC 12:10-13:6 "And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son. On that day the weeping in Jerusalem will be great, like the weeping of Hadad Rimmon in the plain of Megiddo. The land will mourn, each clan by itself, with their wives by themselves: the clan of the house of David and their wives, the clan of the house of Nathan and their wives, the clan of the house of Levi and their wives, the clan of Shimei and their wives, and all the rest of the clans and their wives.

"On that day a fountain will be opened to the house of David and the habitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and impurity.

"On that day, I will banish the names of the idols from the land, and they will be remembered no more," declares the LORD Almighty. "I will remove both the prophets and the spirit of impurity from the land. And if anyone still prophesies, his father and mother, to whom he was born, will say to him, `You must die, because you have told lies in the LORD's name.' When he prophesies, his own parents will stab him. "On that day every prophet will be ashamed of his prophetic vision. He will not put on a prophet's garment of hair in order to deceive. He will say, `I am not a prophet. I am a farmer; the land has been my livelihood since my youth. ' If someone asks him, `What are these wounds on your body?' he will answer, `The wounds I was given at the house of my friends.'
Conclusion
We have seen throughout this week that the Feasts of the Lord are not just feasts that Israel was commanded to keep at various times of the year, but they are God’s set timetable for the world.
Jesus’ life was lived around these feasts, he fulfilled the law throughout everything he did, from his birth to his resurrection and to his future appearing.

The feasts show Jesus having fulfilled the spring feasts by his death, burial, resurrection and the pouring out of His Holy Spirit.

We live now in what is called the church age, but a time is drawing near when we shall begin to see the fall feasts also being fulfilled with the feast of trumpets announcing the rapture of the true Church of God, the tribulation of Israel in the days of awe and the feast of Yom Kippur and finally Jesus’ glorious second coming to this earth to ingather his chosen people Israel, bringing them salvation and to tabernacle amongst them.

I hope that this series has blessed you and helped you understand the meaning of the feasts and their fulfillment and that God would continue to bless you as you think further in your own time upon these things.

Amen
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