Pray for one another........

Col 1:9-12


Introduction
Last week we looked at the subject of bearing one another’s burdens and it is encouraging to know that many of you were touched by God in this area.

We looked at our duty to bear the burdens of our brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus, the large suitcase burdens. We also looked at the need for us to carry our own small burdens, those carry on the plane sized luggage burdens.

On Thursday as we set up for Cyber Cafe, Rachel, Jean and myself were discussion the Wednesday night meeting, how it had gone and what the subject was and so on.

The subject was Paul’s Prayer in Colossians 1 and out of that I believe came the discussion on Do we know how to pray and what to pray for.

As I thought and prayed about this morning and the Word to bring you, my thoughts kept going back to this prayer. It actually follows on quite nicely from what we looked at last week in bearing one another’s burdens.
I am sure you pray for one another, whether you pray for everyone, everyday, or whether you have a rota and pray for certain people on a certain day of the week, does not really matter, although I would like to be prayed for on a Tuesday!

What matters is that we pray for each other.
But, How should we pray for each other?

Is it a question of knowing all about their lives so that we can pray “intelligently” for them? What do we pray for?

When Paul explains his prayer for the Saints at Colossae, it is not a prayer of “keep them safe on the roads, be with them in this or that situation”....and so on.  Of course I am not saying it is wrong to pray for those things, it is not, but Paul’s prayer was one that would affect the Spiritual lives of the Christians in Colossae.

Pauls prayer covered 5 points:

1. That they would live a life worthy of the Lord

2. Bear fruit

3. Grow in knowledge and wisdom

4. Strengthened to persevere, be patient and be joyful
5. Giving thanks for their position in Christ

Paul’s Prayer for the saints

Let us look at these 5 points in more depth to see exactly what Paul is saying to us about Prayer.
1. That they may live a life worthy of the Lord.

The first thing that Paul says in v9 is this

COL 1:9-10a For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding.
And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord
Paul’s primary petition was that God would fill them with the knowledge of His will. 
Paul used two key words, “fill” (plēroō) and “knowledge” (epignōsis, also used in 3:10). The first suggests a filling out to completeness, and the latter suggests a full, deep understanding. 
Such knowledge of God’s will does not come from a fleshly mind (which “puffs up),”
1CO 8:1-3 Now about food sacrificed to idols: We know that we all possess knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. The man who thinks he knows something does not yet know as he ought to know. But the man who loves God is known by God.

But this knowledge comesfrom the Holy Spirit who enlightens a believer’s inner person, and from the Word of God. 
1COR 2:4-7 My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit's power, so that your faith might not rest on men's wisdom, but on God's power. We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. No, we speak of God's secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began.
God’s will, revealed in the Bible, is made known to believers by the Holy Spirit’s teaching ministry. 
To this Paul added, through all spiritual wisdom (sophia; used six times in Colossians), that is, practical know-how which comes from God,
James 1:5 If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.
 and understanding (synesei; also used in Col. 2:2)
Col 2:2 My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ
which speaks of clear analysis and decision-making in applying the knowledge of Christ to various problems. 
By contrast, the false teachers offered only “an appearance of wisdom” (sophia; 2:23), which captivated their minds and lives in legalistic regulations. 
But true spiritual wisdom is both stabilizing and liberating (Eph. 4:14). 
Knowledge (or understanding or intelligence) and wisdom are often connected in Scripture (cf. Ex. 31:3 [“skill” in the niv is the Heb. word for wisdom]; Deut. 4:6; Isa. 11:2; 1 Cor. 1:19). And the fear of the Lord is the beginning of both (cf. Prov. 1:7; 9:10).
PR 1:7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge,  but fools despise wisdom and discipline.
PR 9:10 "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom,  and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.

Paul’s aim in this petition was practical: in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord. 
A genuine knowledge of Christ reveals itself in transformed character, in Christlikeness. (Axiōs, “worthy,” means “of equal weight.”)

Believers are to equal the Lord’s standards, to be holy as He is holy. The aim of believers in all their worthy conduct should be to please Him in every way, to anticipate and do His wishes in every aspect of life 
Eph 5:10-11 and find out what pleases the Lord. Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them.
Merely pleasing people is incompatible with being a servant of Christ 
GAL 1:10 Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am I trying to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a servant of Christ.

EPH 6:5-6 Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ. Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but like slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart.
COL 3:22-24 Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye is on you and to win their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord. Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.

Indeed, Paul made it the ambition of his life to please God 
2COR 5:9 So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it.
2. Bear Fruit and growing in knowledge
Four things, result from such a God-pleasing life: “bearing fruit” and “growing” (Col. 1:10), “being strengthened” (v. 11), and “giving thanks” (v. 12). The first two are related: bearing fruit and growing in the knowledge (epignōsei) of God 
GAL 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.
Matt 7:16 By their fruit you will recognize them.
As one manifests the fruit of faith he grows in faith himself. He comes to a deeper “knowledge” (epignōsis;) of God. 
As Augustine put it, “Faith is understanding’s step, and understanding is faith’s reward.”
3. Being Strengthened
Paul prays that the Christians in Colossae will be strengthened in order to endure, to be patient, and to be joyful in that endurance.

Spiritual strength is a third factor that results from knowing God’s will and pleasing Him. 
Being strengthened with all power according to His glorious might includes three words for strength:
 “being strengthened” is dynamoumenoi; 
“power” is dynamei, spiritual vitality; and 
“might” is kratos (“power that overcomes resistance”; used only of God in the NT). 
This God-given strength produces great endurance and patience. This endurance was exemplified by Job 
JAMES 5:11 As you know, we consider blessed those who have persevered. You have heard of Job's perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.

To this endurance Paul added “patience,” a word generally connected with gentleness and calm sweetness. Endurance and patience are often associated.
Endurance (hypomonē, lit., a “remaining under”) implies not easily succumbing under suffering; 
and patience (makrothymia, lit., “long temper”; means self-restraint which does not hastily retaliate. 
A lack of endurance often results in despondency or losing heart, whereas a lack of patience often leads to wrath or revenge.

All this is according to God’s “glorious might” (lit., “might of His glory”). Glory means manifest excellence. It is an outward manifestation of God’s inner character. In Ephesians 1:19-20 Paul wrote of God’s “great power” (dynamis) and “the working (energeian) of His mighty (kratous) strength (ischyos),” which raised Christ from the dead.

Such patient-producing power should be accompanied by “joyfully,” not begrudgingly, giving thanks to the Father from whom comes every good and perfect gift.

JAMES 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.(KJV)

What are we giving thanks for?
When the Christian life becomes hard and sometimes tedious, when we are going through that wilderness experience it is difficult to give thanks for anything…. But that should not be! For we as Christians have a lot to thank God for in every circumstance.

Paul says to those at Colossae and to us – Give thanks for:

a. Qualified you to share in the inheritance of the Saints
We have a home in heaven, we have the riches of Heaven at our disposal, we have God our Father who is our help, our salvation, our Fortress, our Righteousness, our Healer, our Provider…….etc, etc.

b. We have been rescued from the dominion of darkness.
We no longer walk in the darkness of evil, we are in the light!, Satan has no authority over us, we are no longer slaves but free.

c. We have been brought into the Kingdom of the Son whom He loves.

We belong to Christ Jesus, God’s Son, our Saviour, we are Princes in the Kingdom, we are a royal priesthood

d. We are redeemed and forgiven

We have been bought with a price, the precious blood of Jesus, shed upon the cross of calvary for the sins we have committed. Our sins have been taken and placed in the depths of the deepest sea, and God has chosen to forget them.

Conclusion
In these last days, Satan is pouring our his final retribution on the earth, he is doing all he can to wipe the name of Christ from humanity. He is attacking the Christian in a way never before experienced. There have been martyrs down through History, but not as many as in the last 50 years put together. We may not see that in the UK but friends, it is happening in many other countries around the world – daily.
In the UK we see the onslaught in the workplace and in our schools to wipe out the morality of the Christian faith with the propagation of sexual liberalness, the anything goes, Christians are being marginalised and made to feel worthless in society.

And it will get worse as the time grows ever nearer.

Brothers and sisters, we NEED to pray for one another. Pray that we might live lives worthy of our calling, that we might stand our ground, that we might stand for Christ,

That we might be strengthened by His might and power, that we might bear fruit.

That we might endure and have patience in our situations and that we might be joyful in our afflictions.

Why! Because we have the greatest gift that man can have, the redemption and the forgiveness by God our Father, we have His Holy Spirit, we have been brought into the Kingdom of Christ.....and one day SOON, we will rule with Him.

Pray for one another.

Amen
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