Reviewing Our Past

Acts 20:17-27

Introduction:
Paul looked in two directions in this speech to the Ephesians elders.
1. Backward (vv. 18-21, 33-35).
AC 20:1-217 From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church. When they arrived, he said to them: "You know how I lived the whole time I was with you, from the first day I came into the province of Asia. I served the Lord with great humility and with tears, although I was severely tested by the plots of the Jews. You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and from house to house. I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus.

33-35 I have not coveted anyone's silver or gold or clothing. You yourselves know that these hands of mine have supplied my own needs and the needs of my companions. In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: `It is more blessed to give than to receive.' "

2. Forward (vv. 22-27)
"And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there. I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me. However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me--the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace.

"Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom will ever see me again. Therefore, I declare to you today that I am innocent of the blood of all men. For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God.
World looks in two directions at beginning of each new year.

1. January named for Roman god, Janus who was pictures looking in two directions.
2. Media reviews the past and tries to project the future. We have seen numerous shows on TV and heard them on the radio, looking back at past disasters and great events, sporting achievements etc.
Reviewing the two principle aspects of our past lives can either be profitable or profitless.

Reviewing at the past
When We Review Our past Faults and Failures. We have all had failures, or things that did not go the way we planned.
We will profit if:

1. It reminds us of how thankful we should be for God’s mercy. (1 Tim. 1:12-17).
1TI 1:12-14 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me faithful, appointing me to his service. Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief. The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.

2. It reminds us of the power that sin had over us (Rom. 7:8-11).
8-11 But sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, produced in me every kind of covetous desire. For apart from law, sin is dead. Once I was alive apart from law; but when the commandment came, sin sprang to life and I died. I found that the very commandment that was intended to bring life actually brought death. For sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, deceived me, and through the commandment put me to death.
We will not profit if:

1. If it makes us have fond memories of sinful life (Rom. 6:21).
21 What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in death!
2. If it makes us forget God’s forgiveness (Rev. 1:5,6; 1 Tim. 1:13; cf. 2 Cor. 2:7).
REV 1:5-6 and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father--to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.

1TIM 1:13 Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief. 
2CO 2:7 Now instead, you ought to forgive and comfort him, so that he will not be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 
When we look back, do we look in order to learn?
When We Review Our past Service to the Lord.

We will profit if:

1. It makes us determined not lose what we have gained. (Heb. 10:32-39).
HEB 10:35-36 So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded. You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive what he has promised.
2. It makes us thankful for what we have done in Christ (Acts 20:20, 26-27).
ACTS 20:20 You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and from house to house.
27 For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God.
3. It makes us determined to improve in the future. (Phil. 3:12-14).
PHP 3:12-14 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

We will not profit if:

1. We think we can coast now because of what we have done (Matt. 25:8, 13).
Matt 25:8 The foolish ones said to the wise, `Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.'

MT 25:13 "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.

2. We become self-righteous because of what we have done (Lk. 17:10).
10 So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, `We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.' "

3. We compare what we have done with what others have done (2 Cor. 10:12).
  2CO 10:12 We do not dare to classify or compare ourselves with some who commend themselves. When they measure themselves by themselves and compare themselves with themselves, they are not wise.
Looking forward to the future

The future is something that we do not have any hold over, we do not know what will come into our lives. We do not know if sorrow of gladness will come. The probability is that both will come in good measure.
Should we tread cautiously? In the financial world I am sure we should, in order to make wise decisions,

Should we look out for number 1? Well, that will only bring self centeredness.

The future is in God’s hands. He is the one who is the Almighty One, He is our rock and fortress, He is our strong tower. He is always with us, we will never be on our own.

That means in Christ, we can look positively towards the future knowing that we are in His hands, no matter what happens.

What does Christ want from us for the future?

He wants us to walk in obedience, putting Him first, walking in faith and trust, no matter what the situation.
Conclusion: 
Let us take a good look at the past and answer these questions:

Have my past sins been forgiven?

Have I been faithful in the past, but no more? (Rev. 2:5).
5 Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place.
Am I thankful for all that I now have in Christ?

Am I determined not to revert back to the old life of sin?
If you re into new year resolutions, why not resolve to follow Him closely, giving Him everything and not just something.

I believe the final countdown to Christ’s coming has started, the last house of the last days.

Satan will do even more to crush us and cause us pain.
It is time to stand up for Jesus, to live for him, BOLDLY, not ashamed of His Gospel.

Amen.
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