FRUIT


Introduction 

What kind of fruit does God expect from us?
 

BIBLE READING: John 15:1-17
TEXT: 4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.

 
What I am about to say to you may be new, you may have heard it before and dismissed it, you may not agree with it, but after much deliberation and study I believe it to be the truth of Scripture.

Some of you may well be astounded, some of you hostile or certainly disapproving, therefore I need you, in all good conscience to promise me that you will hear ALL that I have to say, and not make up your own mind at the point I speak this thing and not listen to anything else.

I am only asking you to promise to listen, I am not asking you to promise to accept what I say, that will be for your own conscience before God.

Do you promise?

Your salvation in Christ is conditional!

As we look at this passage this morning, we can clearly see that our salvation depends on US remaining in HIM.
5-6 If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.
Following Christ ought to yield fruitful results. 
Christ is the vine, and God is the gardener who cares for the branches to make them fruitful. The branches are all those who claim to be followers of Christ. 
The fruitful branches are true believers who by their living union with Christ produce much fruit. 
But those who become unproductive—those who turn back from following Christ after making a commitment—will be separated from the vine. 
Unproductive followers become as dead and will be cut off and tossed aside.
I know that at the moment some of you may be screaming inside “Steve, Jesus said “No one will snatch them out of my Father’s hand” (John 10:29)

Of course you are right, to a point. If we read the whole of that scripture in its context we will see that there are 2 conditions.

JOHN 10:27-30 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand. I and the Father are one."

Let us just unpack this for a moment.

The 2 conditions of eternal life have accepted Christ as Saviour and Lord are Listening and following (in the present tense).

Secondly the word translated “snatch” (or pluck) comes from the Greek word “harpazo”, the same word that is used for “caught up” in 1 Thess 4:17 which relates to the rapture of the Church.

The word harpazo means “to be carried off by force” by something out of our control.

When the rapture of the church occurs it will be by the force of God, not our own power. 

Therefore, by the same meaning in John 10 we see that no one can snatch us by force out of the hands of Christ – nothing outside of our control can take us.

BUT....

Although we have an assurance from the Lord that we cannot be snatched, there is no assurance given that we cannot voluntarily leave the protection God gives us.

The act of salvation is purely, 100% of God’s grace, we cannot earn it, we have no right to it, it is given by God through Jesus Christ who finished the work by his death and resurrection.

Therefore the condition that we have to fulfil is to ‘remain’ IN HIM. We do this by listening to Him and following Him.

 

God expects many different kinds of fruit. 
Fruit is not limited to winning souls. 
In this chapter, answered prayer, joy, and love are mentioned as fruit (John 15:7, 11, 12). 
Galatians 5:22-25

GAL 5:22-25 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 

 and 2 Peter 1:5-9 describe additional fruit: qualities of Christian character.

 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But if anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted and blind, and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins.

In order to have the fruits of the Spirit, we must possess the Spirit of God – the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is given us when we accept Christ as Saviour and Lord as our Guarantee and our deposit of things to come.

Apart from Christ, there is no real fruitfulness. 
Many people try to be good, honest people who do what is right. But Jesus says that the only way to live a truly good life is to stay close to him, like a branch attached to the vine. Apart from Christ our efforts are unfruitful. Are you receiving the nourishment and life offered by Christ, the vine? If not, you are missing a special gift he has for you.

 

BIBLE READING: Galatians 5:16-26
GAL 5:16-26 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law.

 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.

When the Holy Spirit controls our lives, he will produce this kind of fruit in us: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Here there is no conflict with the law.
 

The Spirit produces Christlike fruit in us. 
The fruit of the Spirit is the spontaneous work of the Holy Spirit in us. The Spirit produces these character traits that are found in the nature of Christ. They are the by-products of Christ's control—we can't obtain them by trying to get them without his help. If we want the fruit of the Spirit to grow in us, we must join our life to his John 10:4-5 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.

 We must know him, love him, remember him, and imitate him. As a result, we will fulfill the intended purpose of the law—loving God and man. 
Which of these qualities do you want the Spirit to produce in you?

 
BIBLE READING: Matthew 3:7-11
 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he said to them: "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not think you can say to yourselves, `We have Abraham as our father.' I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.

"I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire."

 
Spiritual fruit is a natural by-product of God's presence. 
Just as a fruit tree is expected to bear fruit, God's people should produce a crop of good deeds. God has no use for people who call themselves Christians but do nothing about it. 
JAS 1:22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.
Like many people in John's day who were God's people in name only, we are of no value if we are Christians in name only. 
If others can't see our faith in the way we treat them, we may not be God's people at all.

 
Conclusion
Active obedience produces spiritual fruit. 
God's message hasn't changed since the Old Testament—people will be judged for their unproductive lives. God calls us to be active in our obedience. John compared people who claim they believe God but don't live for God to unproductive trees that will be cut down. To be productive for God, we must obey his teachings, resist temptation, actively serve and help others, and share our faith. 
How productive are you for God? Let me encourage you to spend time with Jesus, take time to pray, to read, to sit quietly and listen for his voice.
Don’t be easily put off if at first you don’t get anywhere! Persevere – keep going.

MT 6:28-34 "And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? So do not worry, saying, `What shall we eat?' or `What shall we drink?' or `What shall we wear?' For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

MT 7:7-8 "Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.

RO 2:5-8 But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God's wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed. God "will give to each person according to what he has done." To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, he will give eternal life. But for those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger.
Christ has purchased our salvation by giving the ultimate, His death upon the cross of Calvary for your sin and mine.
Let us not rub his face in the dirt, as it were, by not living according to His ways. Listen to Him, follow Him, remain in Him and you WILL bear fruit, some tenfold, some thirty fold, some one hundred fold.

Be a light for Christ where you are.

Amen
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