Church Membership series - 3

Our commitment to Christ through our
Commitment to the Church.

Introduction
There is today a ‘falling away’ from being committed. I am not just talking about Church things, but everything, people do not want to commit themselves to anything for long.

In work, those areas that were considered vocations, are now looked upon as mere jobs, and if the pay isn’t right we will leave. 
The same goes in general terms for Church membership. There is I believe a growing trend for Christians to want to be in a big church where there are hundreds of people so that they can have a cushy life of worship but not get involved.

They come in and sit at the back and rush off quickly after the service so that they cannot get asked to do anything. They want to keep themselves to themselves.
Let me say at the outset that you will never find a perfect church this side of eternity, only a church that tries to follow Christ in every way, but fails daily, but carries on in the knowledge that Christ has forgiven them.

We had a family come to our church a number of years ago, they had moved form up north and were looking for a local church to join. The first week they came the man was full of it, he wanted to start a youth work – great!
The church didn’t see them again, the next we heard was that they were going to a large church in Kempston, then after a couple of years they moved back into the village scene – for the children’s sake. They went to the local Methodist church, the husband and wife didn’t like it but the children did.

After a couple of years they took the children out of the Sunday school and decided they were going to have some time out.

He got himself elected onto the parish council, I believe he is working with the scouts, but he now has no time for the church. – No commitment to Christ, no commitment to the church.

As we end this series on church membership, as part of our commitment to Christ, it is perhaps right that we end by looking at our commitment to the church.

Because our commitment to Christ will be shown by our commitment to the Church.

It’s a question of being wholly committed.

Chicken & Pig story.
What do we mean by commitment?
Well, the dictionary puts it like this – to commit – to endanger or compromise oneself, commitment – to send to prison

So if we take the dictionary meaning on its own we can see that it means giving of oneself to the point of danger and to be imprisoned by it.
But what does the Bible say on the matter, because that is our guide book?

Well it does say commitment means? But it does give us a picture of what it is by looking at various passages.

In Acts 2 we have the first glimpse of how the new church were committed

AC 2:42-47 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.

This was a total commitment in fellowship and service.
Paul states in Romans 12 v 1
 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship.
Chapter 12 is a chapter all about the minimum standards of church membership.
It talks of not conforming to the world – the church is to be in the world but not of the world.

It talks of humility and brotherly love

It talks of the gifts and their use, 

It goes on in v9 – 12

Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Share with God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality.

Church membership is about commitment to Christ and each other.

Another important verse on the church and its commitment is found in Colossians 2.

5 For though I am absent from you in body, I am present with you in spirit and delight to see how orderly you are and how firm your faith in Christ is.

The word orderly means ‘arrangement’ or ‘rank structure’. This word shows that  the Colossian church was ordered in a beautiful sense that everyone had a definite place or position in its ministry.

The church resembled a battalion of the Lords army with everyone ready and occupying some vital position in the battle plan.
Every man woman and young person striving in the work of the fellowship, all the gifts being exercised under mutual direction.

This is not an isolated teaching in the NT, we can find it time and time again.

Take the body.

What kind of unity and integration exists in the body?

The body is a highly co-ordinated, organized structure. Eye and hand work together

1CO 12:14-20 Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. If they were all one part, where would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, but one body.

Everyone in the fellowship is vital, because God placed them there. God has placed you here, you may not know your position yet, but it will be a vital one.
The building
The building again illustrates the lesson, for the stones of the temple must be fitly joined together, they must interlock closely, so that the arches and vaults successfully support the building. It is a picture of totally pooled effort and resources on the part of church members.

The Vine
The picture of the vine further shows the commitment of the church, not only to Christ but to one another because of Him.

To be a dead branch in the church is offensive to God and he cuts them off.

John 15:2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.
To love Christ means to be committed to the church

12-17 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit--fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. This is my command: Love each other.

The family
The family is another illustration of the church whereby members exercise real mutual care and sharing the chores of the household.

These church metaphors show us the importance of commitment, not only to Christ, who is the head, but to one another.

Conclusion
We all have commitments, and the world in which we live thrives on putting pressure on us all, but we have to be careful that we do not use these pressures to keep us from being committed to the fellowship.
God Himself has provided us with an order of commitment:

Him first – we are to give our lives totally to him

Our families second – God instituted the family

The church third – God has instituted the Church and we should find within it everything we need.

That of course goes against the ways of the world, because the world would try and make us slaves to riches, power and popularity.

But Christ says 

JN 15:5-6 "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.
When Christ gave the church that great commission

MATT 28:19-20 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
He didn’t say do it if you have time, this was to be the Church’s commitment. He didn’t put into place a back up plan in case the church didn’t do it.

Together the church metaphors, the family, the flock, the building, the body, lay upon us a great obligation to relate closely to each other in the total worship and work effort of our fellowship. To be withdrawn, aloof, reserved, lazy, complacent or indifferent is a blatant and willful rejection of all the Lord’s teaching on the subject.
Those who lose a commitment to the work of the Church, soon lose their commitment to Christ.

May the Lord keep us committed to Him and to each other. Amen

